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Groupi ng' s greatest chall enge

| STANBUL, Wed: The greatest challenge to the new Devel oping-8 (D-8) will
be howto integrate with the gl obal econony and maintain its Islamc
identity at the sane tinme, says a |l eading Islamc scholar here.

M Mirat Mercan, an associ ate professor of science at Bil kent University
here, said the D-8 success woul d depend on the good intentions and hard
work of all the | eaders of the countries concerned.

"If the D-8 cannot strengthen the character and the val ues of their
peopl e, the cooperation would not be of any use," he told Business Tines
ahead of the summit neeting of the | eaders and heads of governnent of the
D-8 on June 12-15 here.

He said as the econom es of the nations grow, the people becone nore
mat eri al i st, egotistical and greedy.

"I't is not going to be easy to evol ve a genuine |Islamc econonic system
No country can stay outside the global system" he said, adding that the
great est econoni c devel opnent is taking place in eastern Asia.

The D-8 is the brainchild of Turkey's Prime M nister Necnettin Erbakan
who devel oped the concept during visits to Africa and Asia after coming to
power | ast year.

A part of the governnent's mnulti-dinensional foreign policy, the D8 is
to be based on a just world order where doubl e standards and tyranny do
not exi st.

On January this year, eight Islamc nations which net here agreed that
the D-8 should becone a catalyst for revitalising the O ganisation of
I sl ami ¢ Conference and give neaning to |slamic cooperation and solidarity.

They are Turkey, Ml aysia, Bangl adesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Iran, N geria
and Paki stan. They have al so agreed to forman | stanbul -based secretari at
to coordinate the efforts for the group's creation

The D-8 cooperation will also be opened to the future participation of
ot her Muslim st ates.

Apart from Erbakan, other |eaders who are expected to address the sunmit
this Sunday are Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad and Presi den
Suharto of | ndonesi a.
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