27/ 11/ 1997

Groupi ng to have 3 new nenbers

VANCOUVER, Wed: The Asi a-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) will have
three new menbers next year - Russia, Peru and Vietnam- followed by a
ten-year noratorium

The | eaders have agreed that 21 nenbers are sufficient for the grouping
of countries located in the Pacific RRm However, Philippines President
Fi del Ranpbs came up with a quick reply to soothe the sentinments of nine
ot her countries which had submtted their applications and are eager to
join Apec.

"The nmoratoriumis not intended to dism ss or offend any country. But
the | eaders agreed that 21 nenbers are optinmumfor Asia-Pacific or it
could get too unwieldly," he said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad said the decision had to
be reached as the | eaders realised that the i ssue needed to be resol ved
once and for all here.

In addition, he said, Apec felt 21 nenbers are enough as having too many
m ght just inpinge on the level of intinmacy that exists presently anbng
t he nenber economi es.

On Russia's entry, Dr Mahathir said sooner or later, it had to engage
itself with the rest of the world and al though it has been | ooki ng towards
the West, its "body" is in Asia.

Russia's participation, he said, would "add spice" to the discussions
and differences in views and perhaps, contribute to bal ance the different
interests in Apec.
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