03/ 08/ 1997
Gui del i nes soon on aquacul ture projects

Azur a Abas

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sat. - The Agriculture Mnistry will draw up guidelines
on the setting up and managi ng aquacul ture projects in the sea or in
rivers.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai man Daud sai d today Fisheries
Department officers had been instructed to draw up the guidelines
yest er day.

This followed the | osses suffered by fish farmers at Sungai Nerus who
| ost about 300,000 caged fish. It is believed that the fish died due to
pollution. "The guidelines will protect aquaculture projects fromsuch
i nci dents and provi de managenent tips."

Dr Sul aiman said that in Chile, aquaculture projects were nanaged wel | .

For instance, operators would ensure that the fish cages are placed at a
safe distance to safeguard the fish fromhealth hazards |i ke di seases and
pollution, he said after visiting the Farners' Day site at Taman
Syahbandar .

Dr Sul ai man sai d the guidelines would be tabled at the Menteris Besar
conf erence.

He has al so asked for a full report on the incident at Sungai Nerus.

State Agriculture, Fishery, and Industry Devel opnment Committee chairman
Dat uk Mamat Chazal ee Abdul Rahman said the State CGovernment had al so
requested a report.

"W do not want to act on speculation or wild guesses that the fish were
poi soned wi thout identifying the actual causes,” he said.

Nonet hel ess, he said, full enforcenent nmust be carried out by the | oca
authorities agai nst those polluting the water.

Apart fromstrict enforcenment, the public nust be educated on the
seriousness of pollution and conpliance with the | aw

Mamat said if this problemcontinued, the people would be the ones
i ncurring | osses.

Dr Sul aiman also said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad
woul d neet 15 officers fromthe Fisheries and Agricul ture Departnents as
well as officers fromthe Drainage and Irrigation Departnent.

The Prime Mnister will discuss the high-tech nethods used by the
Japanese in the packagi ng of food and other matters related to food
producti on.

Dr Sul ai man proposed that fishernen, farners and |ivestock breeders
shoul d be exposed to various nethods used overseas.

"They should visit foreign countries and observe for thensel ves the
t echni ques used, " he sai d.

"Through this exposure, they can | earn nmodern techni ques to increase
producti on.

"They could al so i nprove econonically rather than depending solely on
t he governnent subsidies."

( END)
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