20/ 09/ 1997

Guidelines to be enforced by conmttee in Sarawak

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Governnent has issued a set of guidelines to be
enforced by the National Disaster Relief Managenent Conmittee foll ow ng
the declaration of a haze emergency in Sarawak today.

The gui delines were issued along with the emergency order signed by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad in his capacity as Nationa
Operations Director.

The gui delines are:

* to order the closure of all governnent offices and busi nesses and
ot her wor kpl aces which include factories, plantations, construction and
qguarri es;

* to nobilise the Royal Mal aysian Air Force and police to ensure the
continuity of peace in Sarawak;

* to stop all land clearing activities and transportation of earth;

* to continue with cl oud-seeding activities;

* to discourage the people fromusing private vehicles;

* to ensure all schools are cl osed;

* to ensure the dissenination of information on Air Pollutant |ndex
readi ngs to the Press and el ectronic nedia is done pronptly;

* to advise the people through the nedia to stay indoors and
precauti onary neasures to be taken if the haze worsens;

* to ensure the Information Mnistry keeps peopl e up-to-date on the
| at est happeni ngs;

* to ensure the ban on open burning is enforced, and,

* to ensure that the emergency is not msinterpreted as an order to stay
i ndoors (except in special situations).
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