03/ 09/ 1997
Ham d: 14 muftis agree to coordi nate fatwa procedure

Kamar ul Yunus

ALL nuftis have agreed to coordinate fatwa procedure and admi ni stration of
syariah laws in their respective states, as well as refer to the Nationa
Fatwa Council on matters concerning the fatwa, an Islamc ruling.

This was agreed by all 14 nuftis in the country during a three-hour
meeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Abdul Hamid O hnan,
who attended the neeting, later told reporters that the decision will be
conveyed to the Conference of Rulers in its next neeting at the end of the
year.

Asked whether nuftis will be required to refer matters concerning fatwa
to the National Fatwa Council, Abdul Ham d said this will not be nade
conmpul sory but nerely based on nutual understanding and trust anong the
muftis.

"They (muftis) should look into the national perspective rather than
confine to state perspective when nmaki ng any decision on the fatwa," he
said, adding all the nuftis have al so agreed that there should not be any
stat e boundaries between Miuslins in one state and other states.

Descri bing the neeting as being held in a cordi al atnosphere, Abdu
Ham d said Dr Mahathir al so explained during the neeting that it was not
his or the Governnment intention to challenge the nuftis on the fatwa.

"All the muftis highly appreciated the neeting ... now all confusions
have been cleared and there is no question of the Prime Mnister, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand the Governnment chall enging the
muftis,"” he added.

He said the muftis have al so agreed to explain on Dr Mahathir's stand
towards the issue to prevent confusions anong ul anaks or the Islamc
schol ars and Musli ns.

"They will try to clear the confusion through sernons |ike the Friday
prayers,” he said, wi thout dismissing the possibility that the confusion
was surfaced by certain irresponsible people who wanted to nake the
situation worsen for political reason

Abdul Ham d said the Prime Mnister, in acknow edgi ng the role played by
the nuftis, hoped for better cooperation between the ruling Governnent and
ul amaks i n upholding Islamin the country.
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