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Hand-i n- hand for abused chil dren

Muhar yani O hman
THOUGH nmuch has been tal ked about the fate of abused children, there is
still no one special place that can house them

In nost cases, abused children are either kept in hospitals while they
recover fromtheir physical wounds, or in children's honmes where they do
not receive the kind of special care they would need to hel p them cope
with their trauna.

It is, therefore, with nmuch pride that the Child Abuse Care Centre in
Johor Baru, the only one of its kind in Ml aysia, was | aunched recently,
where for the first tinme a non-governnmental organisation has conbi ned
efforts and resources with the state governnent and a big corporation in
setting up the centre

It is a shining exanple of how smart partnerships can work to the best
advantage in the social welfare arena.

It is due to the close cooperation of Juita (Association of the Wves of
Johor State Assenbl ynmen and MPs), State Wl fare and Social Services
Department and the Kunpul an Prasarana Rakyat Johor (PKRJ) as well as the
generosity of corporate citizens, that the centre is taking shape now at a
site between Jal an Mariamah and Jal an Petri e.

For nmont hs, nmenbers of Juita have been working hard to raise funds for
the centre which is being constructed by PKRJ. The association will also
be responsible for the snoboth running of the centre which requires nore
fund-raising activities, while the State Wl fare and Soci al Services
Departrment will provide the staff.

When it is open in January, the centre, which is under the association's
Juitaku Sayang IIl project, will be able to acconmpbdate 150 chil dren.

Ment eri Besar Datuk Abdul Chani Othman, who is also Juita's patron,
early this nonth laid the foundati on stone for the project which will cost
RV2.5 million

At the third Langkawi |nternational Dialogue recently, Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad spoke of smart partnerships as the way
forward, not just in the economc field but also in the social and
political spheres.

Smart partnershi ps have indeed led to the incredible transformation of
Mal aysia on the way to becone fully industrialised in the next m |l ennium
thus enabling her to serve as a nodel for other devel opi ng nati ons.

"I'n Johor, we've been putting this smart partnershi ps concept in all our
projects with support fromthe rel evant Government agencies and private
sector," says the Menteri Besar's wife, Datin Professor Dr Jam |l ah
Ariffin, who nmooted the idea of setting up the Child Abuse Care Centre

"W have common goals in all our Juitaku Sayang projects, that is, to
hel p those who cannot hel p thensel ves on their own and whose ni sfortunes
are beyond their control.

"As a non-governnental organisation, we have the ideas and | eadership
but we don't have the funds, while the Governnent agenci es can provide the
staff and expertise though, again, they don't have the funds. The private
sector on the other hand can provide the funds, and at the sane tinme they
are contributing to society. It is awin-win relationship, as what is to
be gained in snmart partnerships, as extolled by the Prine Mnister."

Jam |l ah says Juita's ultimate vision is to create a caring society which
is sensitive to the needs of others, especially the |less fortunate,
through its social work.



The idea of setting up a child abuse care centre for Johor struck
Jami |l ah in 1995 when she was giving away Deepavali hanpers at the Taman
Si nar Harapan Jubi|l ee Hone for nentally-retarded children and adults.

During a tour of the hone, she noticed that abused children, including
those who were sexually abused, were al so placed in the hone pending the
outcorme of their court cases which could take as |l ong as three years.

Babi es abandoned by their parents at birth were al so housed at the hone
in the same wing with a group of severely nentally-handi capped i nmat es.

The stimulation a child receives in the first three years of life is
crucial to nmental devel opnent but Jam | ah wondered what ki nd of
stimulation the infants could get at the home as the setting was totally
unsuitabl e for them

As for the young victinms of physical and sexual abuse, she thought they
needed special care and counselling to enable themto overcone their
trauma and build up their self-esteemand confi dence.

She wanted all these children to be housed in a proper shelter that
provi des a honely at mosphere such as confortabl e roons and | andscaped
gardens and ot her inmportant facilities, including professional supervision
and gui dance.

Anong ot her things, the centre will house the adm nistrative offices for
the welfare officers and staff involved, a waiting room a counselling
roomand a recreational area where the children can watch tel evision and
i ndul ge in group activities.

There will be a nursery, a play area for indoor ganes and two separate
wi ngs for boys and girls, a library, a reading roomand study areas so
that the children's schooling will not be disrupted.

Juita, which will have its administrative office and nmeeting roomat the
centre, will also be setting up a 24-hour hotline to enable nmenbers of the
public to | odge conplaints of child abuse or neglect, and to get advice.

The three bl ocks of buildings making up the centre will be connected by
paved wal kways |lined with flowering plants to provide a conducive
at nrosphere for both staff and the children.

Next to the centre will be the shelter for victinms of domestic violence.
It is an old Government building that has been refurbished and will be
open soon. These two shelters will be sharing services provided by the
Gover nnent agencies involved in order to save costs and resources.

Whi | e Juitaku Sayang | and Juitaku Sayang Il projects involved the
setting up of day-care centres for disabled children in all the 40 State
constituencies and the setting up of libraries in the hospitals’
children's wards respectively, Juitaku Sayang |V provides training of
child m nders.

Jui taku Sayang V, through its healthy living concept, is ainmed at
i nproving public health and the target groups are the poor in the
kanpungs, Orang Asli settlenments, estates and new vill ages.

Activities for Juitaku Sayang VI through the Gaya H dup | ndah concept,
with participation fromthe private sector, involves the setting up of
parks and gardens with a corner reserved for a tanman bunga Juita

The association is nowinto its Juitaku Sayang VII project, which is
ai med at building a disciplined, know egeabl e young generation of
Mal aysi ans wi th vi si on.

One of the activities is the setting up of reading corners in all the
ei ght orphanages in the State.

By the tinme it has reached its next target - the old fol ks hones - Juita
woul d have covered all groups of citizens who need that extra help so that
they are not |eft out of mainstream devel opnent.

I ndeed Juita has set an exanple for other States - thanks to snart
part ner shi ps.
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