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Harnful effects of denial of wonen's reproductive right

Ai non Mohd
KUALA LUVPUR, Fri. - The denial of wonen's reproductive and sexual rights
can result in various fornms of sexual exploitation, abuse and cruelty.

Nati onal Unity and Soci al Devel opnment M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha
Isnail said nore than half a mllion wonmen died each year because of
unsaf e abortions and unavoi dabl e pregnancy-rel ated causes, of which 90 per
cent occurred in devel oping countries.

She said frequent pregnancies |led to various fornms of maternal norbidity
and i nhibited the devel opnent of womren.

"The | ack of sexual autonony also contributes to the ideology that nmen
have the right to the sexual services of wormen," she said at the | aunch of
t he panel discussion on the International Planned Parenthood Federation's
Charter on Sexual and Reproduction Rights: Setting the Agenda.

Founded in Bonbay in 1952, the IPPF is the world's |argest voluntary
fam |y planni ng organi sation with over 150 nenber associations, working on
a gl obal scale to pronote and provide fanm |y planni ng and sexual and
reproductive health services. It is active in six regions, including
Africa, East and Sout heast Asia and Cceani a and Europe.

Zal eha said Malaysia, as a |leader in the developing world, had a role in
the pronotion and protection of sexual and reproductive health and rights.

"This is the first conference at which wonen's rights are distingui shed
fromhuman rights. It calls for an end to all forms of violence agai nst
worren, i ncluding sexual slavery and forced pregnancy,"” she added.

The | PPF charter is based on 12 rights which include:

* The Right to Life which neans, anmpong others, that no wonan's life
shoul d be put at risk or endangered by reason of pregnancy;

* The Right to Liberty and Security of the Person, which recognises that
all persons nust be free to enjoy and control their sexual and
reproductive life and no person should be subject to forced pregnancy,
sterilisation or abortion;

* The Right to Equality, and to be free fromall forns of
discrimnation, including in one's sexual and reproductive life;

* The Right to Privacy, neaning that all sexual and reproductive health
care services should be confidential, and all wonmen have the right to
aut ononous reproducti ve choi ces;

* The Right to Decide Whether or Wen to have children; and

* The Right to Choose whether or not to marry and to found and plan a
famly.

She said the translation of the charter into the | anguages of each
country in the region woul d enabl e wi der accessibility and understandi ng
of its nmeaning and content.

The panel discussion seeks to cone out with recommendati ons on what
coul d be done to further advance sexual and reproductive rights in the
region as well as to explain the | egal aspects of the charter and how it
could be applied by fam |y planni ng associ ati ons.

It will discuss in depth the charter and provide a plan of
action/recommendati ons for fam |y planni ng associ ati ons.

The panellists were president of Consumers International Erna Wtoelar,
co-director of the Gsaka Wonen's Centre Sum e Uno, | ndonesi an Pl anned
Par ent hood Federati on president Dr Kartono Mohamad, Australia Family
Pl anni ng vi ce-presi dent Fail een Janes and Asi an Pacific Devel opment Centre
co-ordi nator Dr Vanessa Giffen.



Among t he guest speakers were National Popul ati on and Fami |y Devel opnent
Board director-general Dr Raj Abdul Karimwho spoke on what had been done
so far in Malaysia in relation to sexual and reproductive rights, and
Dati n Paduka Marina Mahat hir on how the AIDS Charter was bei ng i npl enent ed
in Mal aysia and what | essons could be learnt fromthe Ml aysi an Al DS
Counci | experience.

Al so present were | PPF-ESEAO regi onal council chairman Dr Wi Ji epi ng,
its regional director V.T. Palan and the Denmark fam |y planning

associ ati on executive director Nell Rasnussen.
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