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Hashi not o pays tribute to Dr Ms | eadershi p and Ml aysi ans' efforts

K. P. Varan

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Japanese Prine M nister Ryutaro Hashi noto today paid
tribute to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s | eadership and the never-
ending efforts of the Ml aysi an peopl e.

"I amnost inpressed with your country's phenonmenal econom c devel opnent
and the solid political stability of Malaysia," he said at a dinner hosted
by the Mal aysian Prine M nister.

Hashi noto said that since Dr Mahat hir advocated the "Look East" policy
in 1981, co-operation between Japan and Ml aysi a had strengt hened
trenendously, particularly in the economc field.

He said in tandemw th the increasing econom ¢ exchanges, political co-
operation and cul tural exchanges had al so expanded and the close ties
bet ween t he peopl es of the two countries had becone val uabl e assets for
both countri es.

He said with Asean celebrating its 30th anniversary this year, the
econom ¢ devel opnent and political stability nurtured in these countries
had been renarkabl e.

Hashinbto said it was increasingly inportant for Japan to strengthen
relations with Asean.

"I firmy believe that peace and prosperity in the Asia Pacific region
in the 21st century, as well as those in the world, can be achi eved
t hrough cl ose co-operation between Japan and Asean," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia would continue with its "Look East" policy and
hoped that Japan woul d make avail abl e nore places in Japanese universities
and training institutions for its students.

He said despite Malaysia's deliberate attenpt to "l ook east" there were
only about 2,000 students at any one tine in Japan and hoped the situation
woul d i nmprove since there were nore than 60,000 Mal aysi an students in
Western and ot her countries.

He sai d human resource devel opment was a significant aspect of Ml aysi a-
Japan co-operation and Japan's support for the "Look East" policy had
enabl ed 5,000 students and trainees to study in Japan as well as acquire
practical skills.

Hashi noto arrived this norning for a two-day visit. He is on a five-
nati on Sout heast Asian tour and arrived in Kuala Lunpur from Bandar Seri
Begawan, Brunei. He will also visit Indonesia, Vietnamand Singapore.

On arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in
Subang, the Japanese | eader was received by Foreign M nister Datuk
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi and Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent Deputy
M ni ster Datuk Abu Bakar Daud, who is the Mnister-in-attendance.

He is acconpani ed by a 72-nenber del egation, including Deputy Chief
Cabi net Secretary Kaoru Yosano and Deputy M nister of Foreign Affairs
Shunj i Yanai

Dr Mahat hir sai d Japanese investnents continued to grow and Japan was
currently Malaysia's biggest foreign investor with a total cumrul ative
capital investnent of RW25.3 billion for the period 1980 to Cctober 1996.

He said since Mal aysia was currently undergoi ng trenendous changes as a
result of its rapid econonmic growth, it had | aunched its Second | ndustri al
Master Plan - a blueprint to advance into the 21st century - to inprove
the wel | bei ng of the people and ensure continued grow h.

"Ml aysi a could benefit fromJapan's econonic and technical superiority
and wel cones Japan's co-operation to achi eve our goal s.



"Japanese investnents, particularly in the hi-tech and capital-intensive
smal | and medi um scal e i ndustri es produci ng sophi sticated conponents,
woul d be very wel conmed especially when they are in partnership with
Mal aysi an conpani es.

"In particular, we look forward to the participation of Japanese IT
(I'nformati on Technol ogy) conpanies in our Multimedial Super Corridor.

"I hope Japan will continue to be Malaysia's partner for progress and
hel p us attain our goal of becoming a fully devel oped nation by 2020," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said that in the rel ations between Japan and Ml aysi a, the
private sector had played a very significant role with constant dial ogues
bet ween them and he hoped that their collaboration would conti nue and be
expanded to third countri es.

"The support of the Japanese Government in these endeavours woul d
certainly prove beneficial not just to Japan and Mal aysia but also to the
third countries concerned," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was following with considerable interest the
Japanese Governnent's determ ned efforts to pursue adm nistrative reforns
and added:

"Just as we have been fairly successful, | amsure you will be able to
achi eve your goal s."

( END)
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