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SHAH ALAM July 30 (Bernanm) -- Ml aysian Al DS Foundati on President
Dat uk Paduka Marina Mahathir today called on local firns to set up a
conpr ehensi ve in-house AIDS progranmes to educate their staff.

She said several multinational corporations had already introduced such
programres, and the foundation was also holding talks with eight |oca
conpanies willing to have such in-house programres with the cooperation of
the Mal aysi an Al DS Associ ation

Marina said this was necessary to clear m sconceptions about AlIDS
educat e managenent and staff on the precautions to be taken and assure them
that it was alright to continue dealing with those infected with HV

"Wirking with these people is not dangerous except in certain cases
like in hospitals or nedical |aboratories,” she told a news conference
after opening a dial ogue session on AIDS at the workplace held at the
Institut Teknol ogi Mara here.

She said enployers should not handle cases of HV infected person by
sacki ng them but should instead find other alternatives like transferring
themto other departnents which posed | ess risks.

Marina promised to help AIDS victins who had been discrininated at work
to seek redress, although the laws on such matters had yet to be tried in
Mal aysi a.

She said even though AIDS awareness canpai gns had succeeded in raising
public awareness about the dangers of the killer disease, nore needed to be
done for education and understanding of the disease

Many still thought they could never be infected while many others were
still fearful of accepting AIDS patients into the nainstream of society,
she said. -- BERNAMVA
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