28 SEP 1997
Anwar - Emer gency
HAZE EMERGENCY | N SARAWAK LI FTED

KUCHI NG Sept 28 (Bernama) -- The state of haze energency, declared in
Sarawak on Sept 19, was lifted today.

Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who announced this
here, said all schools and offices would reopen as usual from tonorrow

"I wish to express ny profound gratitude to various governnent and
private agencies and state |leaders for their efforts in conbatting the
haze," he told a news conference after a brief visit here.

Anwar, however, advised the people to continue wearing nmasks or cover
their nose with a wet towel to prevent frominhailing the polluted air.

He said doctors have advised that a wet towel was nore effective than
t he nask.

Anwar also called on the people to tune in to the radio for the | atest
Air Pollutant Index (API) readings to know the haze situation in their
ar ea.

The Deputy Prime Mnister said he signed the letter for the lifting of
the haze energency today and it took effect inmediately.

This was the first haze energency in Mlaysia and was declared by Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad after the Air Pollutant |ndex here
breached the 600 nark on Sept 19.

Al'l schools and both governnment and private offices were ordered cl osed
with the exception of those providing essential services.

Sarawak has so far been the nost badly affected by the haze conpared to
other parts of the country. The APl in the state touched a high of 851 at
1pm | ast Tuesday.

Anwar expressed personal thanks to the Royal Malaysian Air Force (RVAF)
for its help in cloud-seeding operations, and also to the Fire and Rescue
Service Departnent and the |Indonesian authorities in Sumatra and Kalimantan
for their support.

He said the governnment was stepping up efforts to tackle at source the
haze problem which was mainly caused by forest fires in Kalimntan and
Sumat er a.

The governnent was giving all the neccessary support to the Indonesian
authorities and appreciated the attention given by foreign countries and
their nove to send experts and equi pnent to Ml aysia and |ndonesian to
fight the haze, he said.

On the sending of Malaysian fire fighters to Kalimantan to hel p put out
forest fires there, Anwar said there was sone del ay but the I|Indonesian
government had now given its green |ight.

Answering a question, he said the government had no plan to introduce
new laws on air pollution as the present |egislation was adequate. However,
stricter enforcenment was required.

I ndustries, motor vehicles and construction sites nust be nonitored to
check the damage they caused to the environnent, he said.

"l have al so announced sone neasures that have to be taken by us
(including the) private sector, to bring the haze | evel down |ike spraying
water from high-rise buildings," Anwar said.

This nmeasures had to be taken seriously as it give tenporarily relief
and hel p ease the situation, he said.

He said there should not be any conplains about spending a snall anmount
on haze relief actions as the health and safety of the people and the
vi brance of the econony were inportant.



"W have to allocate nore funds to fight the haze but it has to be
spent wisely and prudently as the public safety is paranmount,” he said.

On Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, who had been away
fromthe state after the haze energency was declared, Anwar said "he is due
to arrive any tinme now "

Asked if he (Taib) is abroad on official visit, Anwar would only say:
"He is com ng back."

Anwar arrived here with Information M nister Datuk Mhamad Rahmat, who
is also the chairman of the National Disaster Minagenment and Reli ef
Conmittee, and Science, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hi eng
Di ng.

He was earlier given a briefing on the haze situation at the State
Operations Room at Wsna Bapa Ml aysia. -- BERNAMVA
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