17/ 04/ 1997
Hei ght of Chini damto be | owered

Sar ban Si ngh

KUANTAN, Wed. - The State Governnment will reduce by 1.4 netres the height
of a dam across the estuary of Sungai Chini as a "tenporary solution" to
reduce the water level in Tasik Chini, the country's second | argest
natural | ake.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mohd Khal il Yaakob said work on the 3.7-netre dam
woul d be carried out within the next one nonth.

"This is a temporary solution to reduce the water level in the | ake," he
told reporters after chairing the State Executive Council neeting at Wsnma
Sri Pahang here.

Khalil said work to reduce the height of the damwould be carried out by
the State Drainage and Irrigation Departnent. The project would cost about
RwVR00, 000.

Tasi k Chini was flooded as a result of the construction of the dam which
was built in 1994 to raise the | evel of Sungai Chini. This was to enable
boatnen to ferry tourists two kilonetres upstreamto the | ake.

The construction of the damthen cost RML million.

However, instead of raising the water to a | evel where boats can easily
pass wi t hout hindrance, the damcaused it to go up by three netres and
fl ooded the surrounding forests.

Many trees died and a recent report estinmated the affected area at 60
hect ar es.

Khalil said the water level in the | ake had al so i ncreased by anot her
10cm due to the rainy season despite efforts to punp out the excess water.

"W have to lower the wall as the rainy weather is causing the water
| evel to increase,” he said.

Last Wednesday, State Culture, Arts and Tourism Comrittee chairnman Dat uk
Shahi ruddi n Abdul Min said 40 punps to siphon excess water from Tasik
Chini to Sungai Pahang woul d be put in operation to reduce the water
| evel

These are in addition to the 16 already in pl ace.

The idea to use the "cheap and practical" siphoning nethod was suggested
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad when he visited the | ake
on March 17.

Once the water | evel reaches the desired level of 1.4 netres, a
technical conmmittee formed by the State Government woul d i nspect the area
to decide on other rehabilitation nmeasures.

The conmttee conprises representatives fromthe DID, Public Wrks
Depart ment, Sout heast Pahang Regi onal Devel opment Authority, and the Arts,
Cul ture and Tourism M nistry.

The technical commttee is al so expected to convene a neeting with non-
governmental organisations to get their input before work to restore the
| ake back to its original state is carried out.

Khalil said the authorities were al so studying the possibility of
constructing a 50-nmetre canal at the Sungai Chini estuary to allow water
flowing fromthe Sungai Chini into Sungai Pahang to by-pass the dam

The diversion canal, costing about RM million, is one of two neasures
that the State Governnment is proposing for inplenentation to the Econonic
Pl anning Unit at the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

The construction of a flow gate was al so bei ng proposed al ong the canal
to facilitate control of the water |evel

Last Friday, the Consunmers' Association of Penang said an inquiry should



be held to determ ne the parties responsible for the environnmental danage
at Tasi k Chini .
Its president SSM Mhd Idris said the association had alerted the
Sout heast Pahang Regi onal Devel opnent Authority and Pahang Department of
Envi ronnent on the dam s threat to the | ake's environnment in Septenber
1995 but its advice was not heeded.
( END)
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