30/ 09/ 1997
Hel p conbat AI DS nenace, wonen told

Siti Rahmah Lehan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Health M nistry hopes to cone up with a Nationa
Strategi c Plan on wonen and AIDS in which wonmen will be used as agents to
hel p prevent the spread of H 'V and Al DS.

Deputy Health M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said today the
Mnistry would re-evaluate the current HV and AIDS situation in the
country and the effectiveness of its progranmes.

Siti Zaharah said as of July 31, there were 22,245 people with H V and
1,184 with AIDS and 740 of them were wonen.

Siti Zaharah said unfortunately sone of those infected with HV and Al DS
were not hers who had been infected by their husbands.

She al so said 43 per cent or 9,570 people with H'V and Al DS were aged
bel ow 19.

Siti Zaharah said this during the launch of the National Conference on
Worren and Al DS at the Renai ssance Pal m Garden Hotel in Putrajaya.

"The World Health Organisation has reported that teenagers are nore
susceptible to HV. Half of all HV cases in the world were youths between
15 and 24," she added.

She said the risk of wonen being infected with HV or AIDS was two to
four times higher conpared to nen and the nunber of women being infected
was al so i ncreasing.

"W want parents to teach their children about H'V and AIDS so that they
will not indulge in unhealthy activities such as drugs and prostitution,"”
she sai d.

Siti Zaharah said the need to tackle the issue was never greater as nore
worren were being infected or were bei ng exposed to the virus.

Siti Zaharah urged wonen to unite to prevent the rapid spread of H 'V and
Al DS anpbng worren in this country.

"One of the objectives of this conference is informwonen and nothers of
t he danger of HV and AIDS. "

Siti Zaharah hoped that participants would | eave with nore i deas on how
to tackl e the spread of the disease.

The two-day conference is a joint-effort between the Health Mnistry's
Al DS/ STD section and the Mal aysi an Al DS Counci |

Al so present were Ml aysi an Al DS Council president Datin Paduka Marina
Mahat hir, Whnen's Institute of Managenent chairman Datuk Napsi ah Orar, the
Heal th M nistry's Di sease Control (AlIDS/ STD) deputy director Dr C
Prat hapa Senan, United Nations Devel opnent Programme regi ona
representative Neil Buhne and United Nations AIDS representative Mary
Kakeet o.
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