20/ 09/ 1997
Hel p from ot her countries sought

Fadzi| Gnazali
MALAYSI A wi | | seek assistance fromother countries to overcome the haze
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d yesterday.

"W will be asking for assistance fromsone other countries. | cannot
reveal the countries yet but |I believe France will send sone personnel
here to try to help out,” he told reporters after attending the Universit
Mal aya Al umi gathering in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said the hel p sought includes equipnent to put out forest
fires in Indonesia, such as water bonbers, planes to carry out cloud-
seedi ng, and water punps.

The Prinme Mnister also said he has witten to I ndonesian Presiden
Suharto on the haze situation adding that the I ndonesian Government has
agreed to allow Malaysia to help fight forest fires in various parts of
Sumat r a.

Dr Mahathir said the rel evant authorities have been instructed to
provi de equi pment and personnel to help prevent forest fires, the main
cause of the haze

On the local front, he said, cloud-seeding will be intensified so that
the country will experience nore rain. The Royal Ml aysian Air Force has
been instructed to assi st in cloud-seeding.

"RMAF aircraft are being fitted with equi prent for cloud-seeding, and
they will start soon. | have been told that if Indonesia agrees, the
pl anes can be despatched to the country to help put out the fires there,"
he sai d.

Asked whether a directive to evacuate will be issued to the peopl e of
Sar awak, where a state of energency has been declared, Dr Mahathir said:
"Where to? Kalinmantan and Sabah are equally effected.”

He advised themto stay indoors and to wear masks whenever they have to
go outdoors.

O the 18 Mal aysian plantation and tinber conpani es which are being
i nvestigated by the I ndonesi an Government for causing forest fires in
various parts of Sumatra, Dr Mahathir said: "It is their responsibility to
hel p put out the fire."

He added that action has been taken on open burning "but it seens that
the fines inmposed have failed to act as a deterent”.

Conmenti ng on suggestions that cloud-seedi ng has been ineffective and
the use of catalytic converters be introduced instead, Dr Mahathir said:
"That will take many nmonths before we can fix them W are faced with an
enmergency now, and cl oud-seedi ng can be done now. Furthernore, vehicle
em ssions are not the nmain cause, but the forest fireis."

Asked whet her restrictions will be introduced to di scourage vehicles
fromentering the capital, Dr Mahathir said: "W may have to consider
that, but we have not decided yet."
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