19/ 11/ 1997

Hel p i nprove standard of hawkers, |ocal councils urged

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
toni ght rem nded | ocal authorities to initiate programes to enhance the
standard of hawki ng, especially in providing nore trading sites for
hawker s.

Stressing that the Governnent would continue to find ways to help
hawkers, he said providing nore sites for themto conduct business would
lead to the creation of job opportunities, besides giving the public a
wi der choi ce of places where they coul d enjoy affordabl e food.

"W shoul d support the hawkers by patronising their stalls. But at the
sane time, hawkers nust play their role by having clean stalls and
hygi eni c food," he said.

Speaki ng at a mass dinner in conjunction with Hawkers Day in Jinjang
Utara, Anwar said: "I call upon hawkers to co-operate with the authorities
especially on cleanliness because Kual a Lunpur will be hosting the
Conmonweal th Ganes next year."

Among t hose present were Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
I smai |, Housing and Local Governnent Mnister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh
Dat uk Bandar Tan Sri Kamaruzzaman Sharif, Bukit Bintang MP and the
di nner's organising chairman Dr Lee Chong Meng, Deputy Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr |brahimSaad and the Federa
Territory Mal ay Hawkers and Petty Traders Associ ati on chai rman Bahari m
Razak.

On grouses that the fee inposed for rubbish collection at tenporary
trading sites to be set up for the double festival celebrations next year
was too high, he said City Hall had been directed to review the matter
with Alam Flora, the concession holder for the privatised garbage di sposal
scherme.

"The fee must not be a burden to hawkers. That's why the Governnent has
asked that it be reconsidered."

Anwar, who is Finance Mnister, also thanked the hawkers for their
support of the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
who has been asked by 34 United States Congressnen to apol ogi se or resign
over his alleged anti-Semtic and anti-American remarks and attenpts by
the USto inmpose its | aws on ot her countri es.
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