26/ 04/ 1997

Help instil positive ethics, PMtells religious heads

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad | ast night called on al
religous leaders to instil positive ethics and norality anong their
foll owers and hel p make Mal aysia a nodel of religious harnony.

He said they nust ensure that their followers will consciously uphold
their traditions, beliefs, norals and seek to live with the highest |evel
of integrity so that the Ml aysian society can be a nodel of attainable
har nony between peopl e divided by differences of religion.

"This will indeed be a great contribution fromyou (religous | eaders and
el ders) to our own Mal aysi an society,"” he said at the 50th anniversary
di nner of the Council of Churches in Kuala Lunpur

Dr Mahathir said the role of religion is one of the factors that can
address social ills and nurture the devel opnent of a united, strong and
nmoral |y upright society.

"We all know that all religions teach their adherents to be good. Any
religion that teaches its followers to be bad will be dooned. W have seen
the nmass destruction of human |ives anpbng various religious cults from
time to tinme," he added.

He noted that Malaysia is very fortunate that its multi-racial and
mul ti-religious society has long lived in harnony.

"Thi s cooperation, regardless of race and religion, will further
reinforce our capacity to build a nore liberal and tol erant society," he
added.

Dr Mahat hir sai d, however, Mal aysians could not afford to be conpl acent
with their achievenents, adding that they have to i nprove their
cooperation and understanding as the nation noves forward towards a nodern
econom ¢ soci ety.

"I'f we sinply maintain what we have achieved, we may find that the
chal | enges ahead will be too difficult for us to face, as there are forces
within and without which will try to derail us," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia practises tol erance and nutual respect, based
on the teachings of Prophet Muhammad who was reported to have once stood
in respect for a Jewi sh funeral which was passing in front of him

"Qur non-Muslimfriends, such as the Buddhi sts and Hi ndus enjoy the
freedomto live according to their cultural values and religious norns in
a way that is not possible in many other countries,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said violence as a neans of solving inter-religious disputes
is "abhorred by all religious comunities and political parties in this
denocratic nation".

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said the rel ationship between |Islam and
Buddhi smin the predom nantly Muslimstate of Kel antan has been peacef ul
wi th the Buddhist community proudly preserving one of the biggest sleeping
Buddha statues in South-East Asia, "a fact not known even by many
Mal aysi ans".

( END)
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