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HELP MAKE "NEW ASI A" A REALITY, MAHATH R TELLS WEST ASI AN NATI ONS

By: Abdul Rahnman Ahnad

MANAMA, April 8 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad has urged West Asian nations to help make the rise of a "New Asia"
a reality by looking East, especially to Asean countries.

He said it would be a mstake for West Asia, which conprises the Arab
countries and Persian @ulf states, to seek wealth and know how only from
the rich old world of Europe and North America.

"Look East ... Malaysia |ooked East w thout stopping to | ook Wst and
we have benefited i mensely. The people of West Asia will |ose nothing by
| ooki ng East but indeed you can gain and gain a lot," he said in his
keynote address at the fifth annual conference of the @ulf Econom ¢ Forum
here.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a three-day visit to Bahrain after a simlar
trip to Kuwait, said West Asian nations could help make the Asian
Renai ssance conplete and a reality.

"First you are in Wst Asia. You are not the Mddle East, to the East
of Europe, the middle of the East. You can locate yourself in the mddle of
the world if you so choose," said the Ml aysian leader in his typically
t hought - pr ovoki ng speech.

" West Asia on the other hand is part of Asia .... by all neans | ook
North, West and do not neglect the South ..... but whatever you do, don't
forget to go East, to the benefit of us in your East, to the benefit of the

Europeans to your North and to your own benefit,"” he said.

He said this year seven of the fastest growi ng economies will be from
East Asia and Asean -- conprising Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Si ngapore, Thailand and Vi etnam-- needed and wanted West Asia in the
maki ng of their future.

Despite the finest efforts of the "Asiaskeptics", largely congregated
in the so-called "West", Dr Mahathir was convinced that the so-called "Far

East' (as the Europeans insist on calling Asean countries) would
increasingly be the centre of economic gravity.

"You have a vital interest in being with us, in profiting fromthe nost
dynam ¢ econoni c devel opnent region,” he said adding that by the tine it
entered the 21st century, Asia will alnpbst certainly be the |argest
regi onal econony in the world, bigger than Western Europe and bi gger than
North Ameri ca.

Dr Mahathir said Asia was set to rise and become great conqueror |ike
in the past but this time to achi eve econom ¢ power which could bal ance
t hose of Europe and Anerica.

He said in the 19th century, when Europe grew by three per cent over an
extended period of time, this was called "the Industrial Revolution". But
for 50 years now, the major economes of the East stretching from Japan to
I ndonesia, the world's nost popul ous Muslimnation, have been grow ng
between two to three tinmes faster.

"The rise of Asia has begun in all earnestness, but the interest of
Asia lies not in the Age of Asia or in the so-called Asian century. Asia
shoul d not seek arrogance, doni nance or hegenony," he said.

It was no surprise that the witers of the West struggling to
under stand what was happeni ng have decided to call this "the East Asian
Mracle", he said adding the the results have truly been astounding and
m racul ous.

"We are not just people, or econonies or even countries. They say we



are dragons and tigers,"” said Dr Mahathir.

The Prime Mnister said East Asia had defied all negative predictions
of the "Asiaskeptics" to become alnbst uniformy prosperous because by
accident or by design, "prosper thy neighbour has becone its phil osophy."

"But why should East Asia not share its enriching philosophy and
practice with the rest of the world, in particular with Wst Asia ...
surely by sharing East Asia will be richer even as \Wst Asia becone richer
than it already is, then and then only will the Asian Renai ssance bhe
compl eted,” he said.

In his view, Asia should not strive to domi nate the world but should
strive to bal ance the dom nance of the West so that they will create a nore
equitable world, a commonwealth of the world where the wealth is truly
comon, not possessed only by a privileged few

Turning to Malaysia, he said the country which had a per capita incone
of US$227 at the tine of its independence in 1957 had managed to reach per
capita inconme of US$4,374 |ast year.

" 1If Malaysia were located in the Wstern Hem sphere, it would today
have the third highest standard of living in all of the Americas, comng
only after the United States and Canada," he said.

He said in the short space of 15 years, Ml aysia has managed to becone
the fourth nost industralised econony in the world in terns of popul ation
size while in term of the percentage of manufactured goods in its export
market, it is the first five in the world

In 1980, only 24 per cent of Milaysia's exports consisted of
manuf act ured goods but today it had shot up to 82 per cent. It now had to
i mport rubber and tin for its industries, commodities for which it once was
t he biggest producer and exporter in the world.

Having in the last 15 years noved from being an agricultural economy to
an industrial state, Ml aysia now had to grapple with the transition in the
near future to the post-industrial society.

" The results of the so-called East Asian niracle for Ml aysia and the
ot her dragons and tigers of the East Asia have truly been quite
remar kabl e," he said.

Dr Mahathir, whose favourite song is Frank Sinatra's "My Way", spoke of
what he called the "Sinatra Principle".

" In specifics, we all acconplished what we have acconplished according

to the "Sinatra Principle". We all did our way ..... but nore than that
we also all did it the old fashioned way, w thout nystery of nagic, but
with a great deal of toil, tears and sweat," he said.

He also dispelled the notion that Ml aysians, nost of whom are Musli ns,
are | azy people.

Dr Mahathir surprised the conference by saying that in fact, Ml aysians
are working harder than the Japanese.

He said on the average, Ml aysians work 2,288 hours in a year, conpared
with 1,940 hours for the Japanese and Israelis, the Swiss (1,879 hours) and
Germans (1,704 hours).

Commenting on predictions by many "Asiaskeptics" about the end of the
East Asia growth run, he said many such predictions were based on theories
and fallacies by western thinkers.

"I will not dwell on what they think will happen to Wst Asia and the
Arabs in the future. They are obviously very satisfied that you are facing
sorme horrendous problens and they think you will never surnount them

It is not that we feel absolutely certain of the future prosperity of
East Asia, disasters can happen whatever may be planned by nan, whatever
they may do," he said.

But the predictions of the great thinkers of the Wst, he said, sounded
too nmuch |ike wi shful thinking, but "our fear is that if it does not



happen, these prophets of doom nmight try to nmake sure it wll happen.”
"Arrogance is never justified ... it is always dangerous. Humlity is
al ways necessary. It is always a useful canpanion in our journey through
life.," he said, adding that Asia will hold firmy to the secrets of the
past and adjust rapidly to the demands of the future. -- BERNAMA
ARA AU RN
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