19/ 11/ 1997

Hel p of ministries, NGO sought to inprove situation

MALACCA, Tues. - The Culture, Arts and TourismMnistry is asking other

m ni stries and Non- Gover nnmental Organi sations for suggestions to help the
tourismindustry which has been hit by the weakening ringgit and

unf avour abl e econom ¢ condi ti ons.

Its deputy director-general Datuk Tengku Al auddi n Tengku Abdul Mjid
said the ministry had to seek their views to address the decline in the
nunber of tourists comng to Mal aysia recently.

"W must take remedial neasures. That is why we need their opinion and
f eedback, " he said.

Tengku Al auddi n said the suggestions would be studied at the mnistry's
weekly nmeeting and if found to be viable, they would be brought up for
di scussi on at Cabi net |evel.

M ni st er Datuk Sabbarruddi n Chik had said the country m ght not achieve
the target of attracting 12.5 million visitors by 2000 due to inaccurate
medi a reports on the recent haze situation.

He had said al though the extent of the damage to the industry had yet to
be determ ned, initial reports showed that projection for tourist arrivals
next year woul d be affected.

Tengku Al auddin said attacks on the ringgit and the nove by the 34 US
Congressnen who had drafted a resolution, calling for the resignation of
Prime M nister Datuk Dr Seri Mahat hir Mhamad over his alleged "anti-
Senmitic and anti-Jew sh remarks" had | eft a negative inpact on the
country's touri smsector.

"(Dat uk) Sabbaruddin is nowin London, together with sone mnistry
officers to explain to foreigners the truth on what is actually
happeni ng. "

He said the ministry had forned a comrittee to check on tourismrel ated
i nformati on about the country in the Internet and "if the commttee feels
the information us incorrect, we have to address it".

Tengku Al auddin |l amented that despite the ministry's call to private
compani es to devel op new tourismproducts, only a few of them had
responded.
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