27/ 02/ 1997

Help SMs to expand, urges trade group

SMALL and nedi um si zed i ndustries should be encouraged to expand their
operations as they play a supporting role in the nation's drive towards
achi eving industrialised status.

Associ at ed Chi nese Chanbers of Commerce and I ndustry Mal aysia secretary-
general David Chua said SMs which had potential should al so be assisted
"to forge networks and co-operate with others in specific fields".

"Irrespective of whether they are Bum putera or non-Bum putera
busi nesses, SMs shoul d expand their activities to derive nore economc
progress for the country.

“In this respect, ACCIM and Mal ay Chanbers of Conmerce and | ndustry
Mal aysi a have fornmed a joint-venture committee for Bum putera and non-
Bumi put era busi nesses in 1995 to assist SMs.

"This is our struggle to bring about a multiracial business comunity
whi ch can contribute towards national unity," he said.

I n Decenber |ast year, the council |aunched the first batch of about 40
joint ventures which had the participation of 80 conpani es and
i ndi vi dual s.

The second batch of joint ventures will be launched in April.

"W surely have sone definite progranmes for these "new breed of joint-
vent ure comnpani es', he said.

Chua was speaking at a Press conference to announce a Gongxi Raya
gathering to be held at the Putra World Trade Centre on March 5.

The gathering is jointly organised for the second tinme by both the Ml ay
and Chi nese chanbers of commerce and i ndustry.

Al so present were Mal ay Chanbers of Conmerce and | ndustry Ml aysi a
deputy president Dr Adam Harun and executive director Mistafa Naj nuddin.

Chua said greater enphasis had to be placed on devel oping joint ventures
bet ween Buni put era and non-Bumi put era busi nessmen as "it was noving at a
sl ow pace".

"Al though joint ventures between different comunities had been forged
previously, they were nostly between | arge corporations and those in the
prof essi onal services sectors.”

On the gathering, Dr Adam said both Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mand
M ni sters have been invited.

Menbers of both Mal ay and Chi nese chanbers of commerce will al so be
present.

Dr Adamsaid this was the second time both chanbers of commerce were
jointly organising the "open feast" in conjunction with the festivals.

He said the objective of the gathering was to "pronote nati onal
integration, (and) treat our friends in the public and private sectors".
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