19/ 03/ 1997
Hel p teenagers, not isolate them

Wan | nran Wan Chik

FI RSTLY, | would like to thank Dr Chandra Muzaffar for acknow edgi ng ny
"plea". The poemwas originally entitled "Dear Dr Mahathir" to inform our
Prime Mnister of what's going on in our schools these days and the
trouble with our education system

More and nore teenagers are dropping out of school after PMR to find
work either in shopping conpl exes, as assistant nmechanics or in factories.

Attention is nostly paid to schools within the Kuala Lunmpur area whereas
nmost of the social problens are happening outside the cities due to the
| ack of know edge and educati on.

Most of the tine, the school environnment itself is depressing and
stressful. Added to this is the pressure fromthe teachers thensel ves as
nost of the tinme we are taught and treated |ike children. They just would
not acknow edge us as "grow ng-up adul ts".

Teenhood is a tinme filled with stress as we learn to cope with the
changes going on around us and | earn how to take on new
"responsibilities".

As we grow, our famlies depend on us to succeed in life, both as
students and as hunan bei ngs. But the outside world seens so interesting
and chal l enging and we are curious and would like to try out everything
whi ch conmes our way.

As we grow too, we learn to be nore dependent and we want to be nore of
the person we really are. Not the good son or daughter or student but nore
of an individual who will take his or her place in society and be a nore
responsi bl e person

As we cone out of school, we would also |ike to have a good job and earn
a sufficient inconme so that we are able to fend for ourself. But right
now, we only wi sh to enjoy whatever we have left of our teenage lives
rat her than being burdened with too much on our mnds (such as worrying
about school subjects).

Just as the children in our primary schools suffer by carrying heavy
bags because they are afraid of being scolded for not bringing their
books, we suffer too.

Each year, new subjects fromthe secondary | evel are being introduced at
primary | evel, exposing our younger ones to nental and physical pressure
at such an early age

These chil dren are being robbed of their childhood and as soon as they
reach teenhood, they will rebel and they will get fed up of teachers
yelling at themand punishing themas if they were still little children.

Wth the pressure they are facing, they will look for sonething to do
for release. For those who are easily influenced, there is snoking - which
is an addiction so easily attained but very hard to quit.

There are some | ess hazardous activities |like | epak and wi ndow shoppi ng
(activities we could easily do to ease the pressure on our mnds as we
could just take a nice stroll looking at all the nice things we could buy
or wish to buy but don't have enough nobney) but now even that is not
al | oned.

There is skateboarding or roller-blading but the problemis there are no
skat eboard ranps or proper sidewal ks for us to do so

There is al so dancing and listening to music but nost of us are not
al l oned into karaoke | ounges or discos. You have to be 18 to enter these
pl aces which is kind of stupid as sonme of us cannot afford to buy our own



Play Station.

Then again, there is dating but everybody keeps on saying we're too
young and we shoul d concentrate on school first. It's not |ike we're going
to get married or anything.

And there're also the parents who are al ways so cl ose-m nded about these
matters. It's okay to be protective but they should not be too protective
to the extent that their children are not allowed to nake their own
deci si ons.

There are sports but there's always a problemin finding sonebody to
play with (they also won't let you use the facilities because you're
under aged) .

As for school activities |ike Scouting and others, nost of the tine our
school s are not active in these kinds of activities.

W al so have Rakan Muda and Pro-Star but nmost of the tine people don't
even know where to get the entry forns. Mst of the participants aren't
exactly rmuda as they are also 20 or 25 years and above.

So the question nowis: Wat CAN we DO? Most of the tinme, teenagers have
no place and nothing to do to keep thembusy or relieve their tensions. In
the end, we start breaking the rules. W are always under pressure from
society, and the Governnent is unwilling to "hear" or "help" us. In fact,
it intends to introduce single-session schools without listening to the
vi ews of students and teachers, sonme of whomare al so worki ng nothers and
have their own children to pay attention to

If single session is enforced, the teachers woul d have nore school work,
nore students to | ook after, and nore strict rules to enforce. The
Governnent too woul d have to use nore noney to build nore school buil dings
to place the evening session students as well as provide facilities such
as gane courts and bi gger school cafeterias.

And we woul d need shower rooms for we cannot expect the students to wear
their smelly uniformfor the whole day unless the Governnment is willing to
provi de free cl ot hes.

Then there is the matter of providi ng enough manpower to teach and | ook
after all these students.

I nstead of wasting so nuch noney on sonething so stressful, why not
provi de us teenagers with something to do? Support us in what we believe.
G ve us a goal, sonething to be proud of.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad once told us about his Vision 2020 and he
had said it was our responsibility to build the way to that future. But as
we rush towards a goal, we tend to | eave ot hers behind, those in need of
gui dance. Wthout someone to | end a hel pi ng hand, our race towards
economic growh will only lead to the downfall of society itself. For the
path we nmake is the path we will renmenber or regret for the rest of our
lives.

Teenagers are individuals with the right to choose who they want to be
and the right path they wish to take in life.

| hope that one day there will be a World Youth Organisation which will
be just as active as the WAF.

One of ny greatest dreans is to be the first teenager to speak at the
Uni ted Nations on behal f of youths around the worl d.

Please wite to ne and tell nme what you believe in and give ne your
opi ni on.

* The witer is a menber of Witers Bloc I
( END)
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