01/ 07/ 1997
Hel pi ng Bumi s to own shophouses

St ephani e Raj endr am

| POH, Mon. - The Johor Governnment has made it conpul sory for all housing
devel opers to build shophouses costi ng RML50, 000 and bel ow to enabl e nore
Bum puteras to go into business.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Qthman said that this was in |line
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad's call to all Menteris
Besar to provide suitable space in towns to enable Malays to carry out
busi ness activities.

Speaking to reporters after opening the Pasir Sal ak Umo del egat es
nmeeti ng yesterday, he said Mal ays had been encouraged to take part in
franchi se busi nesses, and one way of hel ping themwas by providing
af f ordabl e shophouses in both snmall and maj or towns.

Al so present were Perak Umo |iaison committee chairman and Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib, who is also Pasir Sal ak division chief and
State liaison conmittee deputy chairman, and Pasir Sal ak deputy division
chief Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayub

Ghani said in Johor, shophouses could be priced as high as Rvb00, 000 per
unit. "But with the right designs, we can build shophouses priced at |ess
t han RML50, 000. "

He said the State Housi ng Devel opment Authority had been asked to co-
ordinate the building of such shoplots in the State.

"Johor's quota for |ow cost houses is 40 per cent. Recently, the 40 per
cent quota was divided into four conponents: 20 per cent of hones shoul d
be priced at RW5, 000 and bel ow, 10 per cent between RM50, 000 and
RMBO, 000, and the remaining 10 per cent should conprise shoplots costing
| ess than RML50, 000. "

This way, he said, a developer could still make profits by way of cross-
subsi di es.

In his opening speech, Ghani stressed the inportance of upholding socia
justice.

"Social justice nust be seen to be practised in the country and towards
this end, Malay businessnen nust be allowed to take part in the country's
econom c progress.”

He al so said Johor hoped to eradi cate poverty.

He said in Segamat, for instance, 1,156 hardcore poor woul d be al |l owed
to participate in a 1, 600ha Fel cra schene that woul d provide nonthly
di vidends to boost their incones.

"I hope to disclose the success of this scheme in two weeks' tine," he
said, adding that this poverty eradication project was simlar to the one
carried out by the Perak Governnent, which is believed to be the first
State with no hardcore poor

Ghani said he did not agree with Works M nister Datuk Seri S. Sany
Vel lu's statenent that Bumi putera interest in several privatised projects
had dw ndl ed despite various efforts to sustain and enhance their
participation.

He said one of the benefits of privatisation was that it provided an
avenue for Bumiputeras to go into business and thereby enjoy the country's
prosperity.

He said the problemwas that sonme Bum putera busi nessnen who earli er
participated in such projects, later sold them

Ram i, when comrenting on Sany Vellu's statenent, said he did not know
in what context the Mnister made the clai mbut said Ml ay busi nessnen



shoul d only venture into privatised projects if they were viable and if
they had the interest and capability to do so.

"For exanple, if you ask a fisherman to becone a businessnan in the
city, he would refuse because it is not part of his work culture. Neither
can you expect a grocer to work in a steel nill," he added.

( END)
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