07/ 07/ 1997

Hel ping children with Al DS

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sun. - The Mal aysi an Al DS Foundation's Paediatric Al DS Fund
yesterday received a RML10, 000 donati on fromthe Kual a Lumpur Hilton Hotel
after the hotel spent two hours raising the noney through a charity

aucti on.

The noney was raised by selling nore than 80 itens including tabl eware
and furniture fromthe hotel's Melaka Gill which will be closed from
tonight to make way for a new restaurant.

Speaking at the hotel after receiving the donation, MAF chairman Datin
Paduka Marina Mahathir thanked the fundraisers and prom sed t he proceeds
will be used wisely.

"The mmi ntenance for AIDS infected children costs al ot and sone parents
can't afford this.

The fund will help pay for the childrens' books, uniforns and ot her
expenses to allow themto becone productive Mal aysian citizens," she said.

According to the Wrld Health Organisation, over 10 million children
worl dwi de will be infected with the HHV virus in the next four years and
that AIDS will surpass starvation as the |leading killer of infants and
chil dren.

According to the MAF, by the end of Decenber 1995, sone 700 Mal aysi an
children under the age of 19 were found to be AIDS sufferers.

However, they believed the figure could be four tinmes higher.

"And such children need extra financial assistance to |ead a nornma
life," said Marina.

The Paedi atric AIDS Fund was | aunched | ast year to cater to the
children's education, hospitalisation and nedication costs.
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