15/ 03/ 1997

MB: W treat Tang as any ot her Singaporean

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - The State Governnent is according Singapore Opposition
politician Tang Liang Hong the same treatnent as any ot her Singaporean on
a social visit here, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman sai d today.

As for the duration of Tang's stay, he said the State would leave it to
the I mmgration Departnent to decide.

"As far as we are concerned, he is on a social visit here. | inmagine
Mal aysia woul d treat himas a Singaporean who i s making a social visit,"”
Ghani told reporters after sending off Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad at the Sultan Ismail Airport in Senai.

Dr Mahathir left for Kuala Lunpur after a two-day visit to Johor.

Earlier in the day, the Prime Mnister had an audience with the Sultan
of Johor at the Istana Bukit Serene.

Tang, who is in Johor, faces defamation suits filed by Singapore Senior
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew and several other nenbers of the Singapore Cabinet.
Tang had expressed fears over his safety if he returned to Singapore now.

Ghani said he was not sure how |l ong Tang was permtted to stay under the
| mmigration rul es agreed by Asean countries. "This, | leave it to the
| mmigration (authorities)."

On bilateral relations with Singapore, in the wake of Lee's remarks
descri bing Johor as a place "notorious for shootings, mnmuggi ngs and car -

j acki ngs (Lee had since apol ogised for the remarks), Chani said he would
adopt a pragmatic attitude in dealing with whatever activities that took
pl ace in Johor and the republic, in particular with regard to economnic
natters.

The Menteri Besar concurred with Dr Mahathir's point that Ml aysia had
wanted to be friendly, and friendliness had to be reciprocated.

As for his recent visit to Singapore, Ghani said that it was part of
Johor's commi tnent to the I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Si ngapore Growt h Tri angl e,
addi ng that he had also visited Sumatra and Ri au in | ndonesi a.

"I went to Singapore within the context of Sijori (Singapore, Johor and
Ri au) collaboration. I went to Sumatra as well as Riau | ast year. So, we
compl eted Johor's commitnent to Sijori with the visit to Singapore early
this year.

"W entertain the synergies that can be found within the context of a
regional framework like Sijori. I think we will remain pragnmatic about
that kind of collaboration,” he said.

On Lee's remarks portraying Johor as crimne-ridden, CGhani said many
Si ngapor eans "had cone and gone, and many had i nvested here.

"Despite the RMLOO, 000 | evy (on each transaction), they still buy
properties within the quota given by the State Governnent," he said.

Ghani said this proved that Johor nust be a safe and secure place for
i nvestors and tourists.

"Let this (Lee's remarks) be a lesson in what it nmeans to be
nei ghbourly, and to learn to be sensitive instead of hurting others as one
w shes."

( END)
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