04 MAR 1997
Yahaya- crash
H COM CHI EF AND W FE KI LLED I N HELI COPTER TRAGEDY

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 4 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia |ost one of its |eading
i ndustralists and Bum putera entreprenuers when Tan Sri Yahaya Ahnad was
killed in a tragic helicopter crash with his w fe near Kuala Lipis about
250km here | ast night.

They were headed for Kuala Terengganu to visit Yahaya's nother who is
very ill in Marang.

Also killed was Mej Azlizan Abdul Manas, the pilot of the six-seater
August a- 109 belonging to Gadek Aviation Helicopter Sdn Bhd, one of Yahaya's
conpani es.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad and his deputy, Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim were anong those who left for Kuala Terengganu to pay
their |ast respects.

Yahaya, 50, and his wife, Puan Sri Rahana O hman, 48 will be buried in
Marang this evening before Maghrib prayers. They left behind two sons and
daugt hers.

Mej Azlizan, 32, will be buried in Batu Pahat, also this afternoon.
Azl izan who has a wife, a son and a daughter, joined the conpany after
| eaving the Royal Malaysian Air Force on Dec 31 last year with a 13 year
service record.

Li sted conpani es connected with Yahaya requested for suspension on the
Kual a Lunmpur Stock Exchange until further notice.

They include H com Hol dings, Diversified Resources Bhd, GColden Pharos,
Kedah Cement, Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Bhd, Edaran O onbil Nasional,
Gadek Mal aysia, Gadek Capital and Eastern Pacific Industrial Corporation.

Departnent of Civil Aviation (DCA) director-general Haji Zaini Omar
said the ill-fated aircraft took off from the Seganbut helipad at 10.45pm
but di sappeared from the radar screen 30 minutes |ater.

The Mal aysian Control Centre (MCC) was then activated. The aircraft was
cruising at 9,000 ft before that.

At 1.33am the DCA was infornmed by the police of the weckage of the
hel i copter at Kanpung Atok in Jerangsang, Benta, along the Kual a
Li pi s-Jerantut road.

The Meteorol ogical Department reported that the weather was good over
the area with clear skies and there was no rain at the tinme of the crash.
According to a witness, the helicopter was seen circling a few tines

before it exploded in nmid-air.

Sel f - enpl oyed Zahi dan Nor, 16, of Kanpung Sungai Damar in the Mikim of
Tanjung Besar in Kuala Lipis said that he earlier heard the drone of an
aircraft.

He said that one nonent the sound of the plane could be heard and the
next nonent it was silent.

"It later sounded |ike a car engine being started,” he said at the
scene of the crash.

"I saw it circling in the air and nonents later it crashed," said
Zahi dan who was going to have a gane of carromin the compound of his house
after watching the "Video Mizi k" programre on television which ended at
about 11pm

Zahidan said that he and a friend rushed to the Jerangsang police
station not far from his house to informthe police.

According to a witness, the helicopter was seen spinning a few times
before it exploded in md-air.



Sel f - enpl oyed Zahi dan Nor, 16, of Kanpung Sungai Damar in the Miki m of
Tanjung Besar in Kuala Lipis said that he earlier heard the drone of an
aircraft.

He said that one nonent the sound of the plane could be heard and the
next nonment it was silent.

"It later sounded |ike a car engine being started," he said at the
scene of the crash.

"I saw it circling in the air and nonents later it crashed," said
Zahi dan who was going to have a game of carromin the conpound of his house
after watching the "Video Mizi k" programre on tel evision which ended at
about 11pm

Zahidan said that he and a friend rushed to the Jerangsang police
station not far from his house to informthe police

Anot her villager, Sulaimn Sakmah, 54, said he heard a sound |ike that
of a nmotorcycle engi ne and went out of his house to check

He heard two explosions and saw the aircraft spinning before crashing
in flanes.

Sul ai man sai d al though the helicopter fell only 15 nmetres from his
house, he had to use a boat to cross a river to reach the site

The letters "DRB", believed to be at the tail end of the aricraft,
could still be seen. Debris was scattered over a 500 sq netre area

A sorrowful Deputy Prine Mnister Anwar said he was anobng the | ast
persons to see Yahaya alive.

Anwar, who was Yahaya's classmate at the Ml ay Coll ege Kual a Kangsar,
said he and the college's old boys hosted a party for their fornmer teachers
at his residence here last night.

"Yahaya was with us until 10pm He infornmed nme that his nother was sick
in Kuala Terengganu before leaving the function with his wife Puan Sri
Rahana," Anwar told reporters after opening the Ml aysian Internationa
Furniture Fair '97 here.

"I was anxious about flying at night in a helicopter but Yahaya said he
had to go because his nmother was very ill. He did not |ook too cheerful
because his nmother was very ill," said Anwar who was inforned at about lam
that the helicopter was m ssing.

Anwar then rushed over to Yahaya's house in Jalan Sermarak to be with
hi s children.

Asked whet her the helicopter crash could be due to sabotage, Anwar said
the police would carry out a full scale investigations into the incident
but at this juncture, "we don't think there is any act of sabotage.”

"It is too early to draw a conclusion but we have to | ook at the whole
epi sode including the cause of the crash," said Anwar who descri bed
Yahaya's death as not only a personal loss to himbut also the |loss of a
corporate | eader whomthe country was proud of. -- BERNAMA
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