17 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r - Sabah
H GHEST MEMBERSHI P PROOF OF UWNO S ACCEPTANCE | N SABAH, SAYS PM

KOTA KI NABALU, Aug 17 (Bernamm) -- Sabah Umo's nenbership of 350, 000,
the highest anong all states, shows that the party is increasingly accepted
by Bum puteras in Sabah, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said today.

However, as the newest state Umo |iaison, Sabah Umo should |earn from
the experience of the party at the national level, the Prime Mnister and
Umo president said.

"Normally the young learns fromthe old and this is not sonething
unusual but something that is regarded as natural. W |earn from people
with nore experience, nore know edge," he said when opening the Sabah Umo
Convention here.

Dr Mahathir said Umo spread its wings to Sabah in February 1991 only
after it felt that its presence in the state was inportant follow ng
several political events in the state then.

"W don't need to mention the reason, but in view of the situation then
whi ch was al nost |ike the Energency, we felt it will be good if Umo broke
tradition and went to Sabah," he said.

Umo initially had no intention of expanding to Sabah because there
al ready were Barisan Nasional (BN) conmponent parties representing the
Bunmi puteras in the state but "in view of the situation, we had to establish
Umo in Sabah", Dr Mhathir said.

"It is evident that the response had been very good, and with a
menbership of nmore than 350,000 it shows that the Muslim Buni puteras and
non- Musl i m Bumi put eras wel come Umo's presence,” he said.

After opening the convention, Dr Mahathir who is also BN chairman, held
a closed-door neeting with the |eaders of BN component parties in the
state.

The Prine Mnister later declared open Hotel Pronenade here, and in his
speech he said the country's econony would continue to expand rapidly as
long as there was political stability.

He said many people were envious of the country's fast developnent with
some wanting to see a slowdown in the pace apparently to avoid the econony
from getting overheat ed.

Dr Mahathir urged hotel operators to redouble the efforts in upgrading
their service to tourists until their standard was regarded as anong the
best in the world.

He said it was wong to assune that tourists cane only once and
therefore there was no need to provide good service, because if proper
service was not given they would tell their friends not to cone here for a
visit. -- BERNAMA
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