21 FEB 1997
Mahat hi r - Hi ghl ands
H GHWAY THROUGH HI LL RESORTS WTH M NI MAL ENVI RONMENT DAMAGE

CGENTI NG HI GHLANDS, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad said today the proposed highway |inking the three |eading
hi ghl and resorts in the Main Range will be carefully mapped and built with
m ni mal danmage to the environnent.

"It is our intention to build a highway that will link the different
mountain resorts in Malaysia along its central spine. We will do that with
m ni mal danage to the environment," he said when |aunching the Genting

skyway, South East Asia's |ongest nonocable car system here today.

Dr Mahathir said the building of the road was to enabl e the people of
Mal aysi a especially to have access to the highlands and enjoy its beautifu
surroundi ngs and the tenperate climte.

In order to do this, a little bit of the highlands would have to be
sacrified but the sacrifice nust be m ni num

"But it rmust be a mnimm sacrifice, we must not chop down al
mountains in order to reach to the top. W should very carefully nmap out
the routes so that we minimse cutting."

"W don't chop down trees carelessly and we are tryin to preserve the
environnent as mnmuch as possible, mninsing the sacrifices that we may have

to nmake but nmaxim sing the accessibility (of the highlands)," he said.
The proposed highway |inks Genting Hi ghlands, Fraser's H Il and Cameron
Hi ghl ands.

Dr Mahat hir hoped that those who were very concerned about the
envi ronment such as the non-governnental organisations would have a little
bit nore bal anced view and not be fanatical

"W are not fanatical about devel opnment, we don't chop down hills in
order to devel op."

"W are not fanatical about the environnent also. W know that we have
to sacrifice sonething in order to get something else," he said.

Pointing to the lush greenery surrounding the cable car station, the
Prime Mnister said the area was still very green despite being devel oped

In order to nake the highlands provide enjoynment that Ml aysi ans seek
in other countries, the governnent had been notivated to nake it accessible
al t hough sone people were against it.

He said it was a rather negative attitude if the people were to be told
that the highlands were beautiful but they were not neant to be seen or
enj oyed.

"The government thinks that the people of Ml aysia nust be given the
opportunity to enjoy the beauty of this country," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was quite sure that a |ot of people would like to
enjoy the cool clinmate and beautiful highlands.

"It is no good having all these things but we are not allowed to see or
feel the climate.”

"It is telling the child that the ice creamis very nice, very cool and
very tasty but you cannot taste it ...it nust be frustrating for the
child," he said.

Simlarly, Dr Mahathir said it would be totally meaningless if
Mal aysi ans were not able to get to the beautiful places in the country.

Dr Mahathir, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Ali and guests conprising Pahang
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob, ministers and deputy mnisters then
took a ride in the cable car

The 'Genting Skyway', reputed to be the world' s fastest nobnocable car



system |inks Gohtong Jaya to Hi ghlands Hotel, the resort's newest hotel
situated 2,000 netres above sea |evel.

The 3.38 kilonetre ride takes about 15 m nutes.

Dr Mahathir later witnessed the fornal handing over of fire service and
rescue responsibilties in Genting Hi ghlands to the governnent.

The Prime Mnister also | aunched the 888-room Hi ghl ands Hotel, bringing
the nunber of hotels at Genting Highlands to five. -- BERNAMA
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