22/ 02/ 1997
H 1l resorts link will be carefully napped, says PM

Kamar ul Yunus

THE proposed highway linking the three hill resorts - Genting Hi ghl ands,
Fraser's Hill and Cameron Highlands - will be carefully napped with

m ni mal danage to the environnent, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d.

"We intend to build a highway that will link the different nmountain
resorts in Malaysia along its central spine,” he said, adding that it is
to enabl e peopl e, especially Ml aysians, to have access to the highlands
and enjoy the beauty and nice cool climte.

"W do that with mni rumdanmage to the environnment but there will be
sone damage ... that is sonething we have to put up with," he said when
I aunching the a 3.38km Genting Skyway cabl e car systemin Genting
Hi ghl ands yest er day.

In order to do this, alittle bit of the highlands will have to be
sacrified but the sacrifice must be mininum he said.

"W nust not chop down all nountains in order to reach to the top. W
shoul d very carefully map out the routes so that we minimse cutting

"W don't chop down trees carelessly and we are trying to preserve the
envi ronment as nuch as possible, mninsing the sacrifices that we may
have to nmake but maxim sing the accessibility (of the highlands)," he
sai d.

Dr Mahat hir urged those concerned with the environnent, including non-
governnental organisations (NG3s), not to adopt a fanatical view but to
have a bal anced vi ew.

As much as the Governnment wants to spend noney, the Governnment has to
sacrifice alittle bit of its highlands so that the highlands can provide
the public the kind of environnent and enjoyment that can be seen and felt
in other tenperate countries such as in Europe

"This is what notivated the Government and we are aware sone people are
agai nst enjoying this highlands beauty and nice cool climate...

"W know we have to sacrifice sonething in order to get sonething.
hope the NGOs will take a bal anced stand and not a fanatical approach,” he
said, adding that not all NGOs are no good, while sone are too extreme to
the extent that they want the people to live on trees rather than having
to cut down trees.

He said the NGOs shoul d practise what they preach if they really want to
preserve the environnent by not cutting trees.

"They thensel ves buil d houses by cutting trees but want others to |ive
ina hut built ontrees. | would |ike to see themnot chop the trees," he
added.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent wants to devel op the highlands to
provi de an opportunity for ordi nary people who cannot afford to go to
tenmperate countries such as Europe to enjoy the beauty.

"Al t hough we have beautiful mountains covered with trees and
acconpanyi ng nice cool climte, we need to spend and scarifice alittle to
provi de maxi mum accessibility for the public to enjoy.

"It is no good having all these but we are barred and not allowed to see
or feel it. This will be totally nmeaningless. It is like telling a child
about an ice-creamthat is nice, cool and tasty but which he cannot
savour .

Later, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the handi ng over of responsibilities of
Genting H ghlands fire station to the local authority by Resorts Wrld Bhd



and | aunched t he new Hi ghl ands Hot el .

Besi des that, Resorts Wrld al so presented the Government with two
turntabl e | adder fire engines as well as a rapid response water tank worth
a total sumof RVMB million.
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