20 NoOv 1997

H SHAMMUDDI N ON MALLOTT' S STATEMENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 20 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Primary Industries Mnister
Dat uk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein Onn today renmarked that the recent coments
made by the US anbassador to Mal aysia, John Mallott, on US-Ml aysia
relations, were a positive step forward.

Mal | ott has called for both Washington and Kuala Lumpur to put a halt
to the present tensions that could jeopardise bilateral relations between
both nati ons.

This followed a nove by 34 Anerican Congressnen in asking Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad to "resign or apol ogi se" over his
al l eged remarks that the currency crisis in South East Asia was due to a
Jewi sh conspiracy.

H shamuddi n, who is also the UWNO Youth vice-head, said "I feel the
statenment (by Mallott) is very, very responsible...it was also brave of him
to make and | believe the statement was made based on his experience and
know edge about Ml aysia and his understanding and experience regarding our
prinme mnister."

"I also believe his statenent of his realisation that our prinme
mnister is one of the nost tolerant, liberal and progressive Islanic
| eaders in the world, and | feel that this attack on us by a small portion
of the American congressnen is based on a very shallow and only a bit of
understanding on the true position as regards to Mal aysia and our |eader,"
Hi shammuddin told a press conference after an underwiting signing cerenony
for Habib Corp here

He added that nore positive efforts have got to be done on the natter

Rhetoric as well as statenments alone would not be able to resolve this
i ssue, he said, adding that "what is needed is people to people
relati onship."
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