21/ 09/ 1997

Honme M ni stry agenci es on 24-hour standby

KUALA TERENGGANU, Sat. - The Home M nistry has directed all its
departnents to be on 24-hour stand-by to answer haze-rel ated ener gency
calls.

Deputy M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting said the directive al so covered
voluntary bodies |ike Rela, police volunteer reserves and civil defence
forces.

"Personnel fromthese departnents, agencies and voluntary bodies are
di scouraged fromtaking | eave and nust be prepared for energency duties,"
he sai d.

He was speaking at the Sultan Mahmud Airport before |eaving for Tasik
Kenyir for a cl osed-door brainstorm ng session for heads of departnents in
his Mnistry.

Ong al so sai d personnel woul d be nobilised to energency-decl ared areas
once instructions were received fromthe National Security Council

"I'n Sarawak, we have nobilised all police personnel to assist the public
in emergency situations as well as to naintain order. We will send nore
personnel if required," he added.

He said that for now, the police had enough manpower to maintain public
order and attend to haze-rel ated probl ens in Sarawak

"Besides, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad has directed the
armed forces to ensure peace and order is naintained in Sarawak."
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