21 Nov 1997

HOVE M NI STRY TO ACT AGAI NST RUMOUR MONGERS

ALOR SETAR, Nov 21 (Bernamm) -- Deputy Home M nister Datuk Ong Ka Ting
today said the governnent will take action against those spreading runours
whi ch can jeopardi se national security.

Ong said existing laws provide for action against rumour nongers
because they were out to sabotage the country.

However action could only be taken agai nst rumour-nongers in the
country, he told reporters here after neeting |ocal business |eaders.

"The governnment cannot take action against runmour nongers outside the
country. Usually foreign runour-nongers influence Ml aysians by posing
various theories," he said.

He cited runmours of run on |local banks and resignation of Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad as those which could create public
unrest. -- BERNAMA
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