19/ 12/ 1997

Honepages for all govt agencies

ALL governnment agenci es nust establish their respective honepages on the
Internet by the year 2000.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d he hopes these
agencies will give due attention to this directive.

"One of the inportant elenents that can act as catal ysts for the
i npl ementati on of electronic governnment in the country is the use of
Internet technology," he said at the Prime Mnister Quality Award cerenony
and openi ng of the National Electronic Government Synposiumin Kual a
Lunpur yest erday.

Expressing his satisfaction over the grow ng nunber of government
agenci es using Internet technology, Dr Mahathir said Internet offers
nurrer ous benefits.

He added that the Governnent's official information systemor civil
service link (CSL) has even been altered so that it can function in the
I nt ernet environnment.

This alteration yielded a new systemcalled the CSL Gateway, which is
the transm ssion of primary government information via the Internet.

Dr Mahathir said since the success of CSL Gateway hi nges on the
establ i shment of honepages for Governnment agencies, a decision has been
made requiring the agencies to have honepages before the year 2000.

The Prime Mnister said the inplenmentation of electronic governnment is
very inportant for Malaysia in gearing itself to enter a new world and
face the challenges of the fast-paced IT and nul t medi a era.

He added the CGovernnent has all ocated RMA00 million under the Budget
1998 for the devel opment of techology and inplementation of the electronic
gover nnent .

I T devel opnents at governnment agencies began a long time ago and the
all ocation for this purpose had grown fromyear to year

In 1987, the Governnent spent RMA7.7 million to conmputerise agenci es,
but currently it spends RM429.9 mllion on this.

Dr Mahathir said while nmuch has been spent on | T devel opnment, the
Governnent is still not satisfied.

He added that the el ectronic governnent concept extends further than
mere use of conputers at government offices and agenci es.

"The vision is higher - enconpassing a nore neaningful relationship
concept anmong Covernnent officers, between the Governnent and the rakyat
and t he busi ness conmunity."

Dr Mahathir said a | ot needs to be done before the vision of an
el ectroni c governnent can be realised.

He added that present rules, the system and worki ng procedures need to
be restructured to take advantage of multinedia applications' potential
and benefits.

Bernama reports: Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will open
a Roundtable on "Electronic Comunities in Asia" on February 12 and 13 in
Kual a Lunpur, a spokeswoman of the organisers said yesterday.

Dat uk Paddy Bow e, speaking on behalf of the co-organi ser Economi st
Conf erences, said the Roundtable would focus on the rapid devel opnents in
the regional information technol ogy industry.

The Roundt abl e, al so organi sed by the Milti medi a Devel opnent Corp, will
coincide with the second neeting of the International Advisory Panel (1AP)
of the Multinmedia Super Corridor.



Dr Mahathir is also the | AP chairman.

"I't will exam ne many issues of inportance to the Ml aysian as well as
the regi onal econony - such as the growh projections for electronic
commerce and the private sector investment opportunities,” she said.
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