31/ 07/ 1997
Hospital Pantai to have telenedicine facilities

Trina Thomas Raj

HOSPI TAL Pantai Bhd expects to equip its existing medical centres in

Kl ang, Cheras, Bangsar, Penang and Ipoh with telenedicine facilities by
year-end, said executive chairman and chief executive officer Mkhzan
Mahat hi r.

He expl ained that the nove woul d enabl e medi cal cases to be referred to
consultants in other Pantai Medical Centres as well as in countries such
as Cermany, France and the United States through the "wires".

The RMLO million telenmedicine facilities would nainly focus in areas
pertai ning to oncol ogy, radiol ogy, pathol ogy and cardi ol ogy.

The telenedicine facilities will be housed at a tenporary site pending
conpl etion of the conpany's new 350-bed nedical centre in Bangsar, Kual a
Lunpur.

He added that the group does not forsee any difficulties in inmplenenting
the telemedicine facilities as the Health Mnistry was in the mdst of
finalising the | aws of tel enedicine.

Mokhzani was speaking at a Press conference after Hospital Pantai's
annual neeting in Bukit Kiara yesterday.

Asked the rationale for disposing its stake in Parkway Hol di ngs Limted,
he said the group decided to strenghten its position in Ml aysia before
enbarking into the region

The group acquired a stake in Parkway Hol di ngs | ast year prior to
Mokhzani joining its board of directors.

On the group's future plans, he said that Hospital Pantai intends to
establish ei ght new di agnostic centres throughout Peninsul ar Ml aysi a by
end of this year to conplenent its existing nedical centres.

"W decided to set up diagnostic centres with a general practitioner and
a technician since we do not have the manpower or resources yet to set up
hospital s throuhout Mal aysia, especially in the rural areas,"” he said.

He added that the cost of setting up a snmall diagnostic centre was RML
mllionto RML.5 mllion each while the |arger centres woul d cost RVb
mllion.

The group expects to establish five small centres and three | arge ones
by year end.

"These centres will also be linked to our main medi cal centres which
woul d enabl e maj or cases to be refered to consultants' or specialists' in
the nedical centres,” Mkhzani added.

Apart fromthe diagnostic centres, Hospital Pantai expects to finalise
pl ans to set up three other new nedical centres in Kuala Lumpur (Bangsar),
Johor and Sel angor.

Mokhzani said the Bangsar Medical Centre would be the group's centre of
excel | ence.

"I't would be built on a 2ha | and adjacent to the existing nedical centre
in Jalan Pantai," he said, adding the construction of the centre was RMB5
mllion.

On the nedical centre in Johor, he said it would be constructed on a 6ha
| and.

"Negoti ati ons regardi ng the new di agnostic and nedi cal centres will be
finalised by end of August," Mkhzani said.
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