16/ 10/ 1997

Hotel inforns the world blue skies are back

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed.- The managenent of one of the city's newest five-star
hotels has infornmed its sales offices worldw de that "blue skies are back
and they are prettier than ever" here.

Si mon Jongert, general manager of the J WMarriott Hotel in Jalan Bukit
Bi ntang said the hotel had inforrmed its sales offices worldw de of the
news that the haze in Ml aysia was expected to end by Novenber with the
start of the nobnsoon season

"What we need nowis for the relevant tourismagencies in Ml aysia to do
their part and spread the news around the world as well," he said.

He added that news of the haze in the region was widely publicised by
the forei gn nedia.

He said J WMarriott Hotel had been affected by the haze with
busi nessnen and tourists cancelling trips to the country but since the
i mprovenent, busi ness had pi cked up.

A recent survey conducted by the Ml aysi an Associ ati on of Hotels said
the estimated val ue of | oss of roomrates between June and Sept enber was
RVB, 550, 919. 40.

They estinmated the val ue of food and beverage | oss for the sane period
was RM2, 903, 128. 91

A spokesnman for the association said the survey was conducted anong 61
hot el s nati onwi de.

The J WMarriott Hotel had its soft launch on July 12 and will be opened
on Friday by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The hotel is part of the US$150 nmillion (RM76 nmillion) Star HIl Centre
devel oped by Tai pi ng Consol i dated Berhad, a conpany |isted on the Kual a
Lunpur St ock Exchange

The nanagenent contract was awarded to J WMarriot Internationa
I ncorporated, one of the world' s | eading hospitality conpani es founded in
1927.

The hotel best described as a businessnman's hotel has 518 guest roons.
Facilities include a swinming pool, tennis courts and a European spa.

There is also a wi de range of restaurants including the Havana C ub, a
venue for guests to enjoy some prem umcigars and beverages.

Besi des the plush confort of the furniture, all guest roonms have been
designed with Internet access.
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