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How to earn glorious place in the world

Mbt okat su \Wat anabe

NO one can deny that in the past decade, rel ations between Japan and
Mal aysi a have grown dranmatically. The rapi d expansi on of trade and

i nvestnents has benefited both countries.

For Mal aysi a, Japanese investnments has brought about a continuous inflow
of technol ogy and know how from Japan. In the area of human devel opnent,

t he nunerous exchange progranmes encour agi ng Mal aysi an students to visit
Japan are bearing fruit.

However, if we reflect on the nature of our relationship in the past
decade, we find an overwhel mi ng concentration of our ties in the economc
sphere.

| believe that rel ationshi ps based sol ely upon economic nerits can be
fragil e, as econonm c advantages change with tinme. |nstead, those
rel ati onshi ps founded on nutual respect and understanding, and rooted in
the desire to know nore of each other's cultures, will endure and stand
the test of tinme.

Needl ess to say, economnmic and technol ogi cal devel opnent are the
cornerstones for the devel opnent of the national econony.

Culture and the arts do not bring about imredi ate econom ¢ gai ns but
they are crucially inportant in devel oping the hunman val ues of
i ndi viduals. Wthout the spiritual values of the individuals, the econonic
success of a nation nerely nakes that nation a "soull ess powerhouse".

There shoul d be an ideal balance in a nation for both cultural
advancenent and economic-scientific success. The pursuit of economc
devel oprment al one may prove crippling in the long term even degrading to
human val ues and | owering overall quality of life.

A country's econom ¢ success should be nmeasured by its cultural and
artistic advancenents. This is because culture is the key to true
prosperity.

In Japan, we have been fortunate to have had concerted efforts in
cultural circles throughout the period of reconstruction and devel opnent.
Japan grew wi t hout forsaking its traditional val ues.

Japan's rise to an econonic power did not drive Japan into a nora
wast el and. On the contrary, Japan's exanpl e denonstrates that
nmoder ni sati on and econoni ¢ devel opment does not autonatically lead to
West erni sation, nor that a society's material quest for prosperity |eads
to social or psychol ogi cal dislocations.

Whi | e much of Japan's success can be attributed to | earning fromthe
wi sdom and weal th of Western civilisation, Japan's culture renains
qui ntessentially Japanese. |In essence, our character, our hones, and even
our souls remain intrinsically Asian.

Take, for exanple, my son now studying in the US. He joined the famly
here in Kuala Lunpur during the recent holidays. | was glad to see that
whil e he has | earnt and benefited fromhis exposure to Wstern culture, he
still uphol ds Asian val ues and Japanese identity with pride.

Al t hough many young Japanese adopt Western ways and styles, their
val ues, while evolving, still remain fundanentally Asian.

The bonds that hol d Japanese society and fam |ies together have not been
under mi ned by noderni sation. |npressive econom ¢ success has not eroded
cultural identity - this is a gratifying phenonmenon.

Thi s phenonmenon cannot be attributed to the idiosyncratic Japanese
psyche nor to the inport of Western civilisation. Rather, it is the result



of a harmony of both. This is the inportant secret for true prosperity and
cul tural strength.

The true factor concerning Japanese spiritual identity lies in the fact
that while it is infused with traditional Asian cultures, it is not an
archai ¢ nuseum pi ece - rather, it is dynam c and vi brant, synthesising
positive elenents of Western thinking and styles, so that it becones
uni quel y contenporary and conpl etely Japanese.

Asian countries in the throes of successful econom c devel opnent shoul d
realise that advancenent of culture and traditions needs to parall el
econom ¢ devel opnent. We can see that at the core of every successful
nation there exists a noble cultural heritage. To ignore the high val ue of
culture is to sow the seeds of self-destruction of a people.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad once said: "A country
without culture and heritage is |like a person without a soul. Qur country
shoul d not discard its culture and heritage in its pursuit of
i ndustrialisation and materialistic wealth, as progress w thout themwould
be neaningl ess. "

Simlarly, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhas al so
repeatedly asserted that traditions and cultural val ues nmust not be
sidelined in the pursuit of industrial and technol ogi cal advancenent.

| sincerely hope that as Mal aysia strives to achieve the status of a
devel oped nation by 2020, it will also retain and advance its cul tural
identity and heritage.

The task ahead for Ml aysians is nost challenging. But if Malaysia, as a
country unique inits nmulticultural ethnic diversity, can maintain this
myri ad-faceted heritage while securing material well-being, it will surely
earn a glorious and unique place in the world community of the 21st

Century.

Per haps, Japan's path may offer a nodest nobdel towards this success.
Better still, should not both our nations work together for the greater
good of all?

Kual a Lumpur
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