20 MAR 1997
Zahi d- Si ngapor e
HSI EN LOONG S TURN TO APOLOG SE, SAYS UMNO YOQUTH

KUALA LUMPUR, March 20 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth today demanded a public
apol ogy from Si ngapore Deputy Prime Mnister Brig-Gen Lee Hsien Loong with
regards to an affidavit discrediting Johor filed jointly with his father
Lee Kuan Yew, who is the republic's Senior Mnister.

Its | eader Datuk Ahnmad Zahid Hamidi also said that the novenent was
firmto proceed with its action to file a suit against the senior Lee for
his offending remarks in his sworn affidavit filed in a Singapore High
Court on Jan 27.

However, it would depend on the advice of its |egal advisers as to
whet her the novenent had the |locus standi to go ahead with the action, he
told a news conference here

Ahrmed Zahid, however, said the court action mght be taken by "those
linked to Johor"™ and not necessarily Umo Youth.

Yesterday, the Cabinet formally accepted Lee Kuan Yew s unreserved
apol ogy and his offer to retract his disparaging remarks on Johor but said
the restoration of the old level of relationship would take tine.

Lee had described Johor "notorious for shootings, nuggi ngs and
car-jackings" in his affidavit against an opposition politician Tang Liang
Hong who fled to Johor after losing in the republic's general election
claimng that he received death threats.

Lee and his son Hsien Loong are plaintiffs in the suit.

Readi ng out a statenent, Ahmad Zahid said Umo Youth's denmand for a
public apol ogy from Hsien Loong was not intended to re-open an issue which
many consi dered settle.

"But we want to stress on the novenent's stand that the remarks which
severely offended Ml aysians should not be viewed lightly by Singapore
| eaders, " he said.

He said the nmovenent also regretted Singapore Foreign Mnister S.
Jayakumar's statenent that Singapore was surprised with the Mal aysian
Government's stand that the restoration of the old |evel of relationship
woul d take tine.

"The Foreign Mnister should not try to teach Mal aysia on how to
establish diplomatic ties. H's shocking statenent showed how the republic's
| eaders failed to value the historical ties between the two countries," he
sai d.

"As a nei ghbouring country, it is hard for us to accept the reality
that our cl osest neighbour has stabbed from the back," he said.

Ahmad Zahid also said Umo Youth could not accept the fact that there
were doubl e standards in Lee's actions, one in his personal capacity and
the other as Senior M nister

He said Singapore should |earn from Ml aysi an | eaders who had not nede
statenments in their personal capacity on issues involving bilateral
rel ations.

"Ml aysi an | eaders understand the fundanentals of diplomatic relations
and in fact, respected ties with any nei ghbouring country,"” he said.

Ahrmad Zahid said Lee Kuan Yew should realise that his heydays as anobng
the prominent figures in this region had ended and now is Prime Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s era. -- BERNAVA
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