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Human capi tal devel opnent a key prerequisite: Najib

A PERSON s econom ¢, social and political gap with society will widen if
he or she is denied the access to know edge, Education M nister Datuk Seri
Naj i b Abdul Razak sai d yesterday.

"Know edge i s power. Through education, we can reduce this gap,
eradi cate poverty and i nprove our quality of life," he said in Petaling
Jaya yesterday when receiving the LICT honorary fell owship award at the
Li m Kok Wng Institute.

Najib is the first Honorary fellow receipient of the LI CT which was
awarded to himin recognition of his contribution in the education field.

Naji b said Mal aysia has reached a stage where "we need to put in place a
worl d cl ass education systemin line with our vision of becom ng a
devel oped nation by the year 2020.

Naji b said Mal aysia, too, will have to ensure that its human capital are
capabl e of neeting the chall enges of the next century, and the education
progress is instrunmental in the creation of the right kind of human
capital required to achieve the Governnment's aspirations of progress and
prosperity.

In view of this, the Education Mnistry has made systenmati c changes,
both holistic and conprehensi ve, deened necessary to the educati on system

The nministry has tabled in Parlianent five legislations related to
educati on whi ch, anong others, provide greater power to the minister to
make necessary changes to the educati on system

It is not possible, he added, to carry out a reform of the education
systemwi t hout the Acts.

"Qur educational systemains at producing a nore innovative and creative
generation to fit into the country's gradual slide into a technol ogi ca
wor | d.

"For Mal aysia to conpete successfully in the international market, the
devel opnent of its human capital in terns of quality and quantity is an
i nportant prequisite.

"The process of teaching has to be restructured to fit new skills
requi rements, and certain areas of training has to be intensified and
expanded such as information technology if we are to remain in the market
pl ace.”

Najib al so said Malaysia, in the 21st century, is determ ned not to be
just a consuner of education but a producer and contributor to education
and support the scientific and technological civilisation of the future.

The nminister also witnessed the signing of a Menorandum of Under st andi ng
bet ween t he Conmmonweal th Institute represented by its director Mdkhzan
Mahat hir and the M ddl esex University represented by Professor M chae
Driscoll.
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