23/ 04/ 1997
Hungary keen to have air, cultural, educational links

Al ex Choong

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Hungary wants to establish an air link, initiate
cul tural and educational ties and nutual recognition of tertiary degrees
and di pl omas with Ml aysi a.

Hungarian Prime Mnister Gyula Horn said there was al so scope for
sporting exchanges between the two countries.

He added that Hungary and Mal aysi a could al so col | aborate to reconstruct
Yugosl avi a and Bosni a Her zegovi na.

Speaki ng at a Press conference at the end of his two-day official visit
here, Horn added that discussion for an air |ink would be pursued.

Anpong bi |l ateral agreenents between Mal aysia and Hungary, is an air
servi ces agreenent signed in 1993.

The bil ateral agreenments in force between the two countries are on trade
(1970), avoi dance of double taxation (1989), partial visa abolishnment
(1993), mutual protection of investnents (1993) and scientific and
t echnol ogi cal co-operation (1997).

"I't is our hope that an air link will be established soon,
addi ng that this woul d boost Ml aysian i nvestnents in Hungary.

Mal aysi an i nvestnents in Hungary, Horn said, was still very | ow

He added that a direct air |link would al so encourage the growt h of the
tourismindustry and i nfrastructure devel opnent.

He said his country would al so prepare to establish cultural and
educational ties that woul d benefit both countries.

"Ml aysi an can participate actively by conducting English training
courses in Hungary," he added.

Horn al so said that both countries could | earn fromeach ot her
particularly in the field of sports.

Touching on his visit, he said, it would enhance co-operation between
Hungary and devel opi ng countries in Sout heast Asia.

Prior to his arrival in Langkawi for a two-day private visit, Horn and
his wife Anna, together with several Cabinet mnisters and busi nessnen had
made an official visit to Singapore.

He acknow edged Mal aysia as a "gateway" for Hungarian products to the
regi on.

Li kewi se, he said, Hungary could be a "hub and Iink" for Malaysia to
export its goods to countries in eastern and central Europe.

Horn said his discussion with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had | aid a strong foundation for joint ventures between
busi nessmen of both countries.

"I have also indicated to Dr Mahathir of Hungary's interest in taking
part in the Trans-Asia railway |ink," he added.

| mpressed with Mal aysia's econonmic growth, he said, there were vast
i nvest nent opportunities in Hungary, particularly in tourismand
i nfrastructure devel opnent.

Horn said he also noted that "private entrepreneurs" involved in
Gover nnent commerce were free from"ideol ogical" intervention

He added that all projects and activities planned by the Government nust
be beneficial to the people.

"There nust be strategic alliances between state and private
entrepreneurs,"” he said.

Towards this end, Horn said Vision 2020 provi ded an anal gamati on of
econom cs, political and social affairs that could satisfy the denmands of

he sai d,



soci ety.

He added that he was al so i npressed with Ml aysia's nove to address the
chal I enges of the Information Age.

"Mal aysia is the only country in the world which has initiated the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor for this purpose.”

In the nmorning, Horn and his del egation were briefed by Miltinedia
Devel opnent Corporation chairman Tan Sri Gt hman Yeop Abdul | ah and al so
vi sited Menara Maybank.

He al so witnessed the signing cerenony of the co-operation agreenent
bet ween Matrade and | TD- Hungary.

The del egation also visited the Proton plant in Shah Al am
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