08/ 09/ 1997

| amnot quitting, says Anwar

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahi mdenounced his detractors at the | ast day of the
51st Umo General Assenbly yesterday, saying that he will not bow to
pressure and quit his job as Finance M nister.

"In the past two nmonths, | have been runpured to have quit as Fi nance
M ni ster eight times. Wiy do people want me to quit as Finance Mnister so
much?

"I amnot quitting. | have a duty to help the Prine Mnister ..." he
said to the appl ause of Umo del egat es.

Calling for a stop to such callous activities, Anwar said,

"Alot nore needs to be done, especially at a tinme when the country's
econony is facing external pressures. W& have to nanage our econony
efficiently and strengthen our political stability. These (activities)
have to stop. Wiy do we denean ourselves to the | owest of beings by doing
t hi s?"

Anwar, who is the Deputy Prine Mnister and Umo's deputy president,
said he draws his strength fromDr Mahathir in facing the slanders hurl ed
at him The Prine Mnister often advised himto be patient.

"It (Dr Mahathir's advice) was a really great help," Anwar said.

"He told me that he, too, had gone through a simlar predicanent, when

he was said to have a wife in Singapore. If he did not say this, | would
have believed (the runour),"” Anwar added, drawi ng | aughter fromthe
del egat es.

Anwar said he is saddened by the turn of the events during the past
mont hs and had filed a police report on the poison pen letters on August
15.

Sayi ng that there had been ot her poison pen letters before in his tenure
as a politician, the recent ones were "too much."

He said he is grateful to his wife, Datin Seri Wan Dr Azizah Ismuail,
family and friends, and party nenmbers who believed in himand held specia
prayers for him

He al so shared with del egates a pantun he had witten while under
detention at Kanmunting, Perak. He dedicated the pantun on a true warrior
to Dr Mahathir.

"Bunga Kanunting di dal am pagar,

Kenbang wangi senerbak sunyi,

Dengan hel ah pencak pendekar,

Tak kan tergugat pahlawan sejati.”

(END)



	I am not quitting, says Anwar (NST 08/09/1997)

