08 OCT 1997
Mahat hi r- Putraj aya
| AM PROUD W TH DETERM NED MALAYSI ANS, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
tonight he is proud with Ml aysians for their strong determination to work
hard and stay united in facing the current econonic problens.

The Prine Mnister said although the country was financially poorer now
follow ng the problens, the people had becone richer in their
determ nation.

He said the determination should be nurtured to attain success because
it was sonething that the country had instilled anong the people over the
past 40 years as a result of which the people could hold their heads high.

This also enabl ed Malaysia to prove to the world that the country was
built based on substance, he said when |aunching the Putrajaya new federa
adnmi ni strative capital, at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here

Putraj aya, located on a 4,58lha site about 25 km from Kuala Lunpur, is
within the Multinedia Super Corridor which also incorporates the world's
first intelligent city, Cyberjaya.

It is devel oped by Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd together with Ml aysian
Resources Corporation Bhd, Perenba Bhd, SP Setia Bhd, Hong Leong Properties
Bhd and Mal aysi an Pl antati ons Bhd.

"This stronger determination is not confined to those involved in
devel opi ng Putrajaya, but can be seen everywhere and is exhibited by al
those who are proud of being Ml aysians,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Putrajaya' s launching was significant in the wake of
questions raised of late as to whether the governnment would proceed with
proj ect.

"The launching of this city sends a clear nessage that not all projects
in Malaysia are frozen, what nmore the new federal governnent adm nistrative
centre," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was confident that the project would not be
affected by the attack on the ringgit and the stock narket by specul ators

Dr Mahathir said the devel opment of Putrajaya was testinony of
Mal aysi a's success in putting up buildings that were practical and
beneficial instead of erecting nonunments, statues anmd synbols to depict the
country's achievenents.

Putrajaya, the first intelligent garden city, is poised to be the city
of next mllenniumbuilt by Ml aysians thenselves to the envy of certain
parties, he said.

"It is truly Malaysian in character. Putrajaya will be a unique city
built in the Ml aysian spirit and for all Ml aysians," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Putrajaya would serve as an el ectronic governnent
centre that would take the country to the forefront of the information age
and at the sanme time be a city where the people could appreciate the beauty
of the environnent in peace.

He said Putrajaya could be developed with the best and | atest
information infrastructure to support the current, new and future
t echnol ogi es and which could be used in an el ectronic governnent
surroundi ng.

This is to ensure that Malaysia will be in fast lane to benefit from
the opportunities brought by the information age, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Putrajaya was neticul ously planned fromthe outset to
ensure that it would not face the problens experienced by other cities that
devel oped too rapidly as a result of which men and nature could not exist



in harnony.

He said the advantage of Putrajaya was that the city was conpletely
new, unlike some other city cities which had been rebuilt.

This did not nean, however, that its devel opnent was no |ess
chall enging as fcators such as land and infrastructure used had to be
carefully planned, he said.

Putrajaya is naned in honour of the country's first prinme ninister,
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -Haj.

The Prine Mnister's Departnment and his official residence, built under
phase one of the project, will be conpleted by Cctober next year. --
BERNANMA
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