06 COCT 1997
Mahat hi r - Medi a
I'M NOT STEPPI NG DOWN, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 6 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said
today that he is not stepping down as prine mnister anid what he says is a
definite attenpt by the foreign nmedia and fund nmanagers to "get rid" of
hi m

"There is definitely an attenpt by certain foreign nedia and fund
managers to get rid of nme,” he told reporters on his return froma 12-day
tour of Cuba and South Anmeri ca.

He was asked about foreign nedia reports suggesting that he steps down
followi ng Malaysia's currency and stock market turnoil.

About 1,000 supporters, nmostly from Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties
gave Dr Mahathir a rousing wel come outside the Bunga Raya VIP |ounge of the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in Subang near here

Sone of them were seen carrying banners with words such as "Teruskan
Perjuangan Mu" (Continue Your Struggle), "Kam Berdiri Teguh Di Bel akangnu
Mahat hir" (W Stand United Behind You) and shouting "H dup Mahathir" (Long
Live Mahathir).

Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia were being controlled by people with
vested interest who had their own agenda.

He said they would not publish anything against their interest.

"Li ke nmy speeches for exanple, they publish parts which they want but

because they fear others will be influenced, they don't publish...they
don't even show nme on TV," he said.
"This is how they manipulate .... they have an agenda of their own."

He said the runmours of his resignation was cooked up and he believed
that the runours would persist because this was the aim of the currency
traders.

"They want to get rid of this chap who criticises them and nake
suggestions which are already beginning to be accepted by sonme people like
the IMF and the World Bank," he said.

At the Wirld Bank and International Mpnetary Fund nmeeting in Hong Kong
bef ore he enbarked on his just-concluded tour, Dr Mihathir called for
currency speculation to be outlawed and for currency trading to be confined
only to the financing of trade.

He had described currency trading as "unnecessary, unproductive and
totally immoral" because currency specul ators were reaping huge profits by
maki ng devel opi ng countries |ike Ml aysia poor

He nmade the call amid the currency turmoil in the region which has
since caused the Ml aysian ringgit to plunge by about 30 per cent against
the US doll ar.

The prine mnister said today that he first heard of his resignation in
Argentina, the last leg of his four-nation tour which also took himto
Uruguay, Chile and Cuba.

He said he denied that he would resign when he was questioned by the
foreign press that he was supposed to nake an announcenent of his
resignation on Cct 11

He al so said that there was a concerted effort to slow down the growth
of the nmost dynamic region in the world.

"This is not only happening in Malaysia. It is not directed at Ml aysia
al one.

"But what has Indonesia done to then? What has the Philippines which is
just coming up done to then®?," he asked.



"As far as ny resignation is concerned, the foreign nedia' s attenpt
will be a futile effort,” he said adding that he "will fight on" with the
backi ng of all Mal aysi ans.

Dr Mahathir said he was sure the foreign nedia would accuse hi m of
instigating Malaysians to show their support to himin his fight against
currency nani pul ators.

The Prine Mnister said just |ike the people who had shown their
support to himon his return here today, the | ocal corporate figures, who
had acconpanied himin his visit to the Latin Anerican countries had al so
pl edged their support to himin tackling the currecy and stock narket
pr obl em

Dr Mahathir called on Mal aysians not to be taken in by the dirty
tactics of the western nedia.

Asked on foreign reports that there were conflicting signals between Dr
Mahat hir and Anwar, he said there were attenpts by the foreign nedia to
strain his ties with Anwar, who was seated next to him during the news
conf erence.

"Some say Anwar is linmp, | am hard, | don't know how they know about
this," he said to giggles fromhis audi ence.

"The fact is that either you are an independent country with a
denocratically elected | eader who then decides for the country or you give
up and let foreigners whose interest is mainly nmaking noney to deternine
who is the |leader of this country, | nean you have a choice over that."

"I'f you want, okay, you can throw out this |eader because this nmagazi ne
says the leader is no good. That is the end of denocracy. Forget about
denocracy, we just work on the basis of what the nmagazine says," he said.

"We should not be taken in by their argunment, It is their nunmber one
aimto stop anybody, including nyself fromcritisizing them"”

"What | say, they don't like, they lower the value of the ringgit. But
then if | don't say anything also the ringgit falls. Initially I didn't say
anything. Wen it first happened did | say anything? | did not say
anything, | was overseas. | never said anything on Soros but the ringgit
went down."

"Si ngapore, Indonesia and the Phillipines did not say anything and why
is that their currencies also went down," he asked.
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