30/ 06/ 1997
Imitation drugs: Manufacturers to carry out checks

P. Chandra Sagaran

KAMPAR, Sun. - Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk Seri
Megat Junid Megat Ayub today called on drug manufacturers to carry out
checks on outlets in rural areas including | and schenes selling imtation
medi ci ne.

"I will give thema week to carry out the checks in coffee shops and
stalls in these places and subnmit a report on imtation nedicines to ne,"
he told reporters after opening the Kanpar Umo division neeting here.

"I will act and decide on the next course of action once the
manuf acturers submt their reports,"” he added.

He al so suggested that the manufacturers send their own officers to buy
the nedicine in these areas and take them back for | aboratory tests.

According to Megat Junid, imtation nmedicine manufacturers had
establ i shed a good distribution network and marketing strategy to sel
their products.

The Government nmust safeguard the interests of the | ower income group
which forns the magjority of the consuners in the rural areas.

Megat Junid said the irresponsible manufacturers would not narket their
products in urban areas but would supply themto rural places to hoodw nk
t he peopl e on the performance of the drugs.

The M nistry would al so urge genui ne manufacturers to hold exhi bitions
on imtation and genui ne medicines in conjunction with the Wrld Consuner
Day on Aug 28 to be opened by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mboharad.

"We hope the manufacturers will be able to conplete the checks on the
rural areas and exhibit their findings during the celebrations for the
benefit of the public,” he added.

He sai d genui ne drug manufacturers had the manpower and technical know
how and expertise, which are better than sone of the facilities in
Governnent hospitals, to detect the imtation products.

O her manuf acturers produci ng consumers goods should also follow suit,
he sai d.

They shoul d cone out with posters to be put up and distributed at public
pl aces on ways to differentiate the genuine and imtation goods.

Megat Junid said there were only 10 to 15 types of nedicines said to be
imtations but each of the products could be a big figure. At present
there are 11,000 regi stered nedicines in the country.

The imtation nedicine is a not a new industry as nentioned by acting
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimrecently.
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