08/ 07/ 1997

| mpressed with the wonderful changes taking place in Mlaysia 28 years
| ater

Al an Ji mmi eson

I AM an Australian ex-serviceman, having served at the Butterworth Air
Force Base from 1969 to 1971, and again from1981 to 1983. | lived in
Penang at Val e of Tenpe and Tanjung Tokong with my famly after our
marriage i n Septenber 1969.

M wife, Alice, is fromPenang (Hokki en Chi nese) and our two sons were
born at the British MIlitary Hospital Penang (now Universiti Sains
Mal aysi a) and are now 26 and 27 years ol d.

Qur initial courtship was quite difficult as we were engaged during the
May 13, 1969 race tensions and the ensuing curfews.

However, nmy wife's fanmily was very kind to ne and |lent nme every
assi stance during what was a trying period of time, particularly for a
young 21-year-old Australian away fromhonme and with no famly support in
relation to the pending nmarri age.

I ndeed, the RAAF (Australian Air Force) administrators and ny
supervi sors made every effort to dissuade ne frommarrying a "l ocal"

| did, however, gain great support fromthe RAAF Provosts who were
required to investigate my wife's famly background. In fact, both
of ficers attended our weddi ng.

We have now been married for 28 years, and return to Penang as often as
possible to visit our relatives, and to enjoy the continuing friendliness
and hospitality of the Ml aysian people, in particular those in Penang.

We returned to Penang for a week |ast nonth, joined by our ol dest son
Scott and his girlfriend.

W had a grand tine with all in the famly and rel atives who cane from
Si ngapore just to be with us. | acted as a "tour guide" driving ny son and
his girlfriend around the beautiful island of Penang and soaking up the
at nrosphere of the place, which no tourist brochure or round island tour
coul d ever capture.

The high spots of the week were celebrating ny wife's 50th birthday at
the Kontar Buffet (59th floor), spending all our time having "nmakan", and
visiting a durian plantation owned by friends of my brother-in-lawin
Bal i k Pul au.

I nmust confess to having waited many years to enjoy the delights of the
| egendary durian; however, | now eat nore than nmy fair share each tine we
return to Malaysia to make up for lost tine.

The | ow point was payi ng our respects to ny wife's deceased father and
not her at their respective resting places at the Buddhi st tenple and Munt
Er ski ne ceneteri es.

At the end of our week, we did not wish to return to Australia, as ny
wi fe and | consider Penang to be hone.

| had the opportunity to spend tine with ny brother-in-lawin 1994/95 in
his capacity as sal esman with Sunway Buil ding Services in the northern
region.

W visited the devel opnment sites around Kulimand Bukit Mertajam and |
coul d not believe the trenmendous anount of devel opnent taking place in the
country.

Thi s has been substantiated during our recent visit when we could not
bel i eve the changes to the Penang and Kual a Lunpur | andscape/skyli nes.

I amfurther inpressed by the harnony anong the people of Ml aysia and
in particul ar Penang.



It is wonderful to see everyone getting along so well and enjoyi ng what
to me is a wonderful country that has gone along in | eaps and bounds under
the direction and gui dance of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his
Gover nment .

He is indeed a very far-sighted man, dedicated to the future stability
of his country and his people.

We in Australia are currently subjected to the "Paul i ne Hanson"
phenonenon.

May | say that all intelligent, fair-mnded people of this country wll
not allow this kind of person to overstep the bounds of decency, and wil |
certainly not allowthemto affect our continuing harnoni ous rel ations
with countries in the Asean region, nor to jeopardi se our trade relations
wi th these countri es.

When approached by nmany Ml aysi ans expressi ng concern, my response was
that Hanson is basically a "stormin a teacup", and that her views are not
those of the majority.

Further, the nedia has bl own the whol e thing out of proportion,
unfortunately to the detrinent of many in our nmulticultural society.

It is to be renenbered that Australia practises freedom of speech, which
ef fectively provides the Pauline Hansons of this world with a | egal
platformfor their opinions and aspirations.

Those who care about the future of our country, and in particular the
younger generation, duly acknow edge that our future lies with Asia, and
will deal with Hanson in the only way possible, by way of denocratic vote.

Be assured that the majority of Australians love to visit your fair
country, and to enjoy the hospitality of the Ml aysians.

| am biased and, God willing, my wife and | will be able to visit for
| onger periods, for many years to cone.



	Impressed with the wonderful changes taking place in Malaysia 28 years later (NST 08/07/1997)

