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In the age of wisdomand nmaturity

Har un Hashi m

AS we approach the fortieth anniversary of our independence fromforeign
rule, we shoul d perhaps pause and reflect on the state of the nation for
the past 40 years. For people, 40 years is said to be the age of maturity
and wi sdom Prophet Muhammad only becane the Messenger of Allah at the age
of 40.

The fate of any nation is determ ned by the notivation of its government
and the will of Cod.

In the case of Malaysia, the ship of state is captained by the Prine
M ni ster. W have been bl essed by having the right Prine Mnister at the
right time. We have had four Prinme Mnisters.

I n chronol ogi cal order, Tunku Abdul Rahman was a sinple man who nmade
si npl e deci sions. Tun Abdul Razak was a conplicated man who nmade sinple
deci sions. Tun Hussein Onn was a sinple man who nade conpli cated
deci sions. Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is a conplicated man who makes
conpl i cat ed deci si ons.

Tunku Abdul Rahman presi ded over a nation during its transition from
colonialismto i ndependence. It was a snooth and cerenoni ous transition
No bl ood was shed. Not a single shot was fired. Unlike other nations who
won i ndependence in the 1950s and 1960s, there was no nationalisation of
forei gn conpani es and assets. Busi ness went on as usual marked only by the
cerenoni al departures of British troops and expatriate governnment
of ficers. The ordinary people carried on life as before.

Tun Abdul Razak had a long tenure, about 13 years, as Deputy Prinme
Mnister. At times he was even conpared with Rab Butler, the |uckless and
| ong-serving British Deputy Prime M nister who was passed over tw ce and
never made it to 10 Downi ng Street.

Since then, other Deputy Prine M nisters have had short terms. One died,

two becane Prine Mnisters and two ot hers resigned. The other day, | net
Tan Sri Musa Hitamand said to himthat if he had remained in the
Governnent he would still be a deputy and broken Tun Abdul Razak's record.

Hs retort: That is why | left!

Tun Abdul Razak's main concern was the jobless, the underenpl oyed and
the landless. He initiated the Federal Land Devel opnent Schene for the
| andl ess and encouraged the establishment of |abour-intensive industries.
He becarme known as the Father of Devel opnent.

The Tun once | anented that senior civil servants were not show ng proper
respect to his Mnisters and asked nme why. The reason, of course, was
hi storical. Before i ndependence all the best and qualified people were in
governnent service. |ndeed, the i ndependence novenent was | ed by
governnent officers |ike Datuk Onn Jaafar, Tunku Abdul Rahman and Tun
Abdul Razak who eventual ly resigned from governnment service to enter
active politics.

The rank-and-file of political party nmenbers were teachers and ot hers
who were not qualified to enter government service in senior positions.

The upshot was that senior officers who were university graduates with
wi de experience in public admnistration at mnistry | evel were better
qualified than sone of the nministers. At the ensuing general elections,
the Tun nom nated better qualified candi dates and his governnent cane to
be known as the governnent of technocrats.

Tun Hussein Onn's Prinme Mnistership was narked by the delicate task of
sorting out a nunber of sensitive political problens in which he |argely



succeeded.

To cushion the enforced retirenent of politicians who had overstayed in
public office or intending to seek renom nation, he introduced the pension
scheme for ministers and Menbers of Parlianment. H's best quote: "I am not
important but nmy job is". He retired gracefully as PM because he said his
physical health prevented himfromfully di schargi ng the duties expected
of a Prine M nister.

We enter the era of Dr Mahathir, thus far the | ongest-serving PM He
first set out to change the m ndset of all Malaysians - to think and act
positively that we are as good as anybody else in the world, if not
better. We can do all the things that other people do.

Econonical ly, he | aunched the country into heavy industry and
manuf acturing with the accent on exports. He has now noved into high-tech

industries. And just as well. W are actually facing a | abour shortage

whi ch accounts for the influx of immgration, both legal and illegal.
H's repeated calls, if not heeded, for increased productivity and | ow

costs or we perish, is best illustrated by the recent announcenment of

Philips, the internationally-known manufacturer of all things electrical
and electronic, that it is closing down its Penang factory and noving its
operations to China

Above all, Dr Mahathir has nade Mal aysia known to the world and is the
acknow edged spokesnman of the Third World.

Mal aysi a can be proud of its achieverments during the 40 years | ast past,
thanks to our Prine Mnisters - past and present - and the response of the
peopl e.

Wth the attainment of maturity and wi sdomas a nation, we can nobve
forward with confidence to achi eve greater heights and success.
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