20/ 05/ 1997

I nci neration plant for schedul ed clinical wastes

MALACCA, Mon. - Hospitals and clinics in the Klang Valley, Negri Sembil an
Mal acca and Johor nust di spose their schedul ed clinical wastes at an
incineration plant in Bukit Ranmbai here. Deputy Science, Technol ogy and
Envi ronnent M nister, Datuk Abu Bakar Daud said this directive was for
Gover nnent - ai ded hospitals, private hospitals and clinics.

"The proper disposition of schedul ed wastes is needed to safeguard
public safety and health,” he told reporters after |aunching the Tongkah
Medi vest Sdn Bhd's clinical incineration plant at Bukit Rambai industri al
estate.

Al so present were the State Committee Chairman for Housing, Local
Governnent and Environnent, Datuk Yasin Mohd Sarif, Departnent of
Envi ronnent's director-general Tan Meng Leng and Tongkah Medi vest
executive chairman and chi ef executive officer Mdkhzani Mahat hir

Two nore incinerating plants are being built.

In Cctober 1996, the Federal Governnent had privatised five supporting
hospital services, including the disposition of schedul ed clinical wastes
to three conpani es. Tongkah Medivest is one of them

The RML3 million Bukit Ranbai plant is |ocated on a 0.8 hectare | and and
can accommpdate up to 12 tonnes of clinical wastes per day.

Abu Bakar said if hospitals or clinics in these areas were found to be
di sposi ng of their schedul ed clinical wastes el sewhere, they could face
stern action by the DOE. Under the Environnental Quality Act, owners of
prem ses who di spose their clinical wastes in other areas than the
desi gnat ed ones can be fined RMLOO, 000 or five years' jail
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