14/ 02/ 1997
I ncul cate youths with correct val ues

Cheah Ki an Thong

IN his Hari Raya speech, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
touched on sonme very sensitive issues, based on ethnic backgrounds. This
is very comendabl e and i ndeed shows our progress as a nation since

Mer deka

Dr Mahat hir has shown us that we need to face the i ssues at hand, and
not shirk fromresponsibilities.

However, | would like to add that these social ills spread across al
| evel s of our society regardless of ethnicity. W have progressed far as a
young nation of 40 years. W have nmade trenendous advancenent in our way
of life, comunications, infrastructure, travel, business etc. W have in
fact built up a lot of hardware over these years.

However, | would like to subnit that a major cause of society's ills are
in the mentality and upbringing of our youths. In our haste to progress
and "catch up" with the industrialised world, we may have forgotten to
nurture the mnd, the software of our society. These include civic
consci ousness, graciousness, kindness, care, conpassion etc.

One cannot function properly w thout the other. W need both hardware
and software for a nation to be efficient and effective. And youths being
the future generation need to be inculcated with the right val ues of the

Rukunegar a.
It has been suggested recently that we consider national service, socia
service for our youths. | suggest that all school children take part in at

| east one uniformed group. These will help instil discipline and civic
consci ousness. Perhaps we could also nmake it nandatory to have a certain
nunber of hours of social or public service performed during their
secondary school years before being granted entry to our universities and
colleges. That will certainly keep our youths off the streets.
Cheah Ki an Thong
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