02/ 08/ 1997
I ndi an education trust fund to be nmain topic

Si m Bak Heng

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - The setting up of a Mal aysian |Indian education trust
will be the main topic for discussion during the 51st M C annual

del egates' conference in Kual a Lunpur tonorrow

M C president Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the objective of the
proposed trust was to help the Indian comunity finance their children's
tertiary education and those sitting STPM exam nati on.

He urged all delegates to support the trust.

Sany Vel lu was speaking to reporters after his final neet-the-candidates
canpai gn session in the run-up to the party elections at Pulai Springs
Resort near here | ast night.

Sanmy Vellu, who is Wirks Mnister, also said parents woul d be encouraged
to contribute to the proposed trust as an investnent for their children's
educat i on.

He said the proposed nane of the trust would be submtted to the
Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs Mnistry for approval, adding that the
party's | egal advisor was assisting in the matter.

"Anot her agenda is the party's application to set up a university to
ensure that nore Indians are given a chance for tertiary education.

"This is going to be a major plan. W hope all divisions and branch
| eaders will grant their fullest support to make this dreama reality,"” he
sai d.

About 1, 314 del egates are expected to attend tonorrow s event.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali and Mauritius Prime Mnister Navinchandra Rangool am
wi Il be anpbng the guests at the cerenony.

Samy Vel lu said the proposed university would be set up in Kedah.

He said the party aspired to establish a cluster of tertiary educationa
institutions, adding that there were already two institutions at present,
one in Serenban and the other in Petaling Jaya. There were proposals to
have one each in Segamat, Pasir Gudang and | poh

"My aimduring this conference is to forma teamworking together to
achi eve the objectives of the party.”

He said these objectives were to have a community whi ch woul d shed the
i mage of a | abour comunity.

"W want to ensure every nenber of the community feels proud, staying,
wor ki ng and sharing everything in the country.”

Samy Vel lu added the conference woul d address key issues revol ving
around the I ndian community, including changing the m ndset and behavi our
of the community in line with current devel opnents in the country.

On his advice for those who were still fighting for party posts, Sany
Vel lu said the el ection was a process of w nning and | osi ng.

"I have been fighting since 1963 and never gave up ... | got to know the
people in ny area and nade nyself available to them This was how | nade
mysel f known to themand won in the 1969 el ection.™

Sany Vel lu said all canpaigns should stop by midnight tonight and al
del egates attendi ng the conference should be in before 8.30amtonorrow.
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