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I ndi ans keen to take part in project

Francis C. Nantha

AS efforts to bring the Multimedia Super Corridor closer to reality are
highlighted in the Miultinmedia Asia ' 97 exhibition and conference from
Tuesday, it is interesting to note how others view our futuristic
initiative.

Attracted by the potential offered by the MSC project, a teamfrom
I ndi an mul ti medi a devel opnent firmSrishti Interactive Technol ogi es Pvt
Ltd made its way here for a one week exploratory visit.

In an interview, Sristhi director B. Rabindranath said he cane to know
of the MSC project during a recent visit by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to | ndi a.

Having | earnt of the project, he said a neeting was arranged with one of
the Mal aysian firns which had representatives on the tour and after
di scussi ons were held, decided to come see for hinself what was being
done.

"The MSC project is very interesting to us as Malaysia is a market that
is quite simlar tous as it is also part of Asia.

"W wanted to see how we coul d take advantage of the Asian simlarities
to formpartnerships with Mal aysians in projects that could benefit both
the MSC project and our own home markets in India."

He said he was quite inpressed with what he had seen during his visit,
especially since one of the main focuses for the MSC project was content
devel opnent .

"Mal aysia is very rich culturally and there is so much about the country
you could put into multinmedia content for both | ocal consunption and to be
offered to the rest of the world.

"Also, you are taking on very interesting projects like the nulti-
purpose card and the el ectronic government. Such projects can be easily
translated to India and it is a good idea that Ml aysia has nmade the MSC a
test bed project where others can | earn the experience gathered here.

"Further, you are also formul ating cyberl aws which can hel p set the
standards for common rultinedia interaction and we in India can |earn from
some of your efforts.”

One of the main aspects of the MSC project which attracted himto visit
Mal aysi a was t he hi gh bandw dth conmuni cati ons trunk which will underpin
t he whol e proj ect.

"I'n India, our telecommunications infrastructure is still very poor and
the Internet gateway is still very limted in its capacity.

"Therefore, we can take on projects here which we woul d ot herwi se not be
able to take on in India."

Anot her inportant aspect was the fact that the MSC project offered
avenues to expl ore new busi ness areas which woul d have been quite linited
in India.

"A big part of our operations right nowis focused on serving the
textile industry which is a big industry in India now, especially around
our office in Chennai (Madras)."

He said the conpany was acknow edged and certified by many househol d
software nanes |i ke Apple and Mcrosoft in devel oping software for the US
firms.

"When we want to take on different chall enges, we have to | ook outward
and serve the Anmerican firns to expand our business.

"Indiais quite well known anobng the conputer software conpani es and our



four mai n conputer centres are Chennai, Minbai (Bonbay), Hyderabad and
Bangal ore. "

He said Chennai was the ol dest centre for conputer software devel opnent,
but in terns of visibility, Bangal ore had overtaken the others due to very
good marketing efforts.

"Qur parent conpany, Congruent Software Pvt Ltd, does a | ot of software
devel opnent for the US firms now as we have established a 10-year
relationship with themand are privy to sone of the new technol ogi es whi ch
will be introduced two years from now. "

But, he said, such a relationship also had its limtations due to
opportunities being confined only to those given to themby the US firns.

To overcone this, he said, some of the sharehol ders and directors
decided to set up Srishti to explore the enmergi ng market potentials for
mul ti medi a content.

"W saw a | ot of potential, especially since |l was directly involved in
t he advertising and marketing division of the group," said Srishti
di rector V. Chandrasekaran

He said Srishti had just conpleted a nmultinmedia kiosk for |Indian hotel
chain run by the Taj Goup featuring tourist attractions and vari ous
aspects of the Indian culture and he was | ooking at expanding this
net wor k.

"I see something simlar has already been done here, but there is so
much nore you can do. In fact, if you want to have an interactive virtua
reality tour of Malaysian sights, you can easily do that within the MSC
project," he said.

Anot her advantage that Mal aysia has in attracting Indian software
conpani es, Chandrasekaran said, was the fact that there were many
simlarities between the two cultures which could allowthe firns to do
projects here that could be adapted for other Asian countries.

"India may be a big market in the future, but we nust also | ook at ot her
Asi an countries which have noved ahead of us in the econonmic frontier."

* The witer can be contacted at nsthbiz@hb. nstp.com ny
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