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I ndustrial designs can soon be registered | ocally

Vendy Lim

LOCAL industrial designers can register their designs locally, instead of
in the UK, once the Industrial Designs Act 1996 is enforced before the end
of the year.

Deputy Donestic Trade and Consuner Affairs M nister Datuk S Subramani am
said details of the procedures are being finalised.

The Act, which was based on a proposal by the Wrld Intellectual
Property Organi sation and the Ml aysi an | nventi ons and Desi gns Soci ety,
was gazetted at the end of |ast year.

Its draft was reviewed by a comm ttee conprising representatives of
governnent agencies and the private sector such as the Ml aysi an
Intell ectual Property Association (Mpa) and Federation of Ml aysi an
Manuf act urers.

The Act, seeks to make better provisions for the registration of
i ndustrial designs in Malaysia, repeals the UK Designs (Protection) Act
1949 of West Mal aysia, the UK Designs (Protection) Ordinance, (Chapter
152) of Sabah and t he Designs (UK) O di nance, (Chapter 59) of Sarawak.

The Act al so deals with various activities ampunting to falsification
and fal se representation with regard to protected designs. Ofenders can
be fined up to RML5,000 or jailed up to two years

"Desi gners who have registered their designs in the UK need not register
agai n but renewal s can be nade | ocally upon the expired dates," he said
after opening the Mpa Intellectual Property Roundup 1997 in Kual a Lunpur
yest er day.

The registration of designs was vital as it will determne the products
mar ketability, quality and conpetitiveness. The introduction of the Act
will complete the legislation systemon intellectual properties besides
fulfilling the country's obligations under the Trade Rel ated Aspects of
Intell ectual Rights, of which Malaysia is anbng the signatori es.

Subramani am said for the past two nonths, there were 59 cases violating
Copyright Act 1987. The M nistry confiscated RML49, 000 worth of goods this
year.

Last year, there were 467 cases with RV2.13 million worth of goods
confiscated in all categories involving filnms, sound, art and literature
and conputer.

Earlier, Subramaniamsaid Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Mahat hir Mhanmed is
expected to nake announcenent on the proposed cyber |laws this nonth.

Uni versity Mal aya Associ ate Professor Dr Khaw Lake Tee said cyber | aws
are protection of intellectual properties rights to facilitate multinedia
applications and i nformation technol ogy.

She said the five areas identified as crucial in cyber |aws are:
intellectual properties, conputer crinme, digital signature, telenedicine
and el ectroni c governnent.

Three bills related to the cyber |aws are Copyright (amendnent) Bill
Digital Signature Bill and the Computer Crines Bill.

Khaw, in her paper "Miltinmedia and Cyberl aws", said the scope of concern
to a producer of a nultinmedia title is the ability to control the copying
and the di ssem nation of the product.

"I't should be noted that under the Copyright Act, no distinction is nade
between literary, nusical and artistic work and subject matter such as
filnms and sound recordings," she said.

Khaw al so sai d works specially created for the naking of the nultinedia



will be entitled to copyright over and above any copyright in the
mul ti medi a product. The two day conference ending today attenpts to give a
general overviewto the public on intellectual properties rights within
the existing | egal framework.
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