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I NFO M NI STRY TO SET UP BROADCASTI NG ADVI SORY PANEL

By: Azman Hashi m

WELLI NGTON, July 10 (Bernanm) -- A Broadcasting Advisory Panel is to be
set up by year-end to draw up specific standards to be conplied with by
| ocal broadcasting stations, Information Mnister Datuk Mhaned Rahmat said
t oday.

He said the panel would ensure inplementation of the Broadcasting Act
was in tandem with the governnent's objective to create an informed society
and at the sane tine nurture the nobl e val ues when Mal aysi a attai ned
devel oped country status in the year 2020.

"The panel is not a controlling body. It will advise the Infornmation
M nister on the contents of programres to be aired to help the governnent
face the challenges of Vision 2020," he told Bernama before |eaving for
home after a five-day working visit to New Zeal and.

Before ending his visit, Mhaned called on New Zealand's Mnister for
Comuni cations Maurice WIIlianson and two parlianmentarians Jonathan Hunt
and Marion Hobbs, who are spokespersons for opposition parties on
broadcasti ng and conmuni cation

Hunt is also chairman of New Zeal and's Broadcasting Standard Authority
which nmonitors contents of programmes aired by broadcasting stations to
ensure New Zeal anders were not fed with unhealthy programes which woul d
have adverse effects on their culture and lifestyle

Mohamed said the panel would be headed by sonmeone, who is experienced
in the field of broadcasting, while its menbers conprise representatives
frominstitutions of higher |earning, the nedia, consuner novenents,
cul tural bodies and rel evant organi sations.

He said his mnistry would study the experiences of other countries
before stipulating the appropriate broadcasting standards.

On his nmeeting with WIIlianmson, Mhaned said the mnister hailed
Mal aysia's Multinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) project as a brilliant nove
because nmultinedia is a business of the future.

He said WIlianson requested Malaysia to enlighten New Zeal and
conpani es on the opportunities available within the MSC to enable them to
partici pate.

Mohanmed said he told WIIlianson that Energy, Tel ecommunications and
Posts Mnister Datuk Leo Mbggie will come to New Zeal and soon to brief them
on MSC.

He al so said Malaysia and New Zeal and had agreed to inplenent the
Menor andum of Understanding (MoU) on broadcasting and information signed
during Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit |ast year

He said RTMwould send its officers to New Zealand for training in
broadcasting particularly on the use of graphic conputers, exchange of
tel evision programres and buying programes suited for Ml aysi ans

Wi |l e here, Mhanmed visited the fully-automated More FM radi o station
hel d discussions with officials of Saturn Comuncati ons which operates
cable and pay TV as well as Avalon Studios, a subsidiary of Television New
Zeal and Linited.

He said he was attracted to the fully-automated system used by radio
stations in New Zeal and and planned to explore the possibility of emulating
the systemin Mlaysia. -- BERNAVA
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