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| NFOTECH | NDUSTRY LUM NARI ES AGREE TO ADVI SE ON MsSC

By: Salny Hashim

LOS ANGELES, Jan 14 (Bernamm) -- Twenty-five leaders in the information
technol ogy i ndustry worl dwi de have agreed to be nmenbers of the
International Advisory Panel (1AP) formed by Malaysia to guide the
devel opnent of its Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MsSC).

The 30-nmenber panel will be chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hi r Mohamad and i ncl udes household nanes like Bill Gates of Mcrosoft,
the world's | argest software manufacturer.
The inaugural |AP neeting will be held on Thursday at Stanford

Uni versity near San Franci sco.

The neeting will be hosted by two other | AP nenbers, Dean M chael
Spence and Prof WIlliam MIler of Stanford, the Miltinmedi a Devel opnment
Corporation (MDC) announced in a statement here today.

The other nenbers of the panel are MDC executive chairman Tan Sri Dr
O hman Yeop Abdul | ah, worl d-renowned information technol ogy consultant
Keni chi Chmae, EDS Corporation chairnman, president and chief executive
officer (CEO) Lester Albertal, Apple Conputer chairman and CEO G| bert
Amel i o, Netscape Communications Corp president and CEO Janes Barksdal e,
Silicon Graphics Wrld Trade Corporation chairman Robert R Bishop;

Center for Strategic and International Studies senior advisor
Ambassador Di ana Lady Dougan, Oracle Corporation president and CEO Larry
Ellison, Bechtel Goup Inc vice-chairman Fred d uck, Sony Corporation
presi dent Nobuyuki Ildei, Lucky-Coldstar G oup chairman Bon Moo Koo, Madge
Net wor ks chai rman and CEO Robert Madge, Nets Inc chairman, president and
CEO Jim Manzi, Sun Mcrosystens Inc chairman, president and CEO Scott
McNeal y, Ni ppon Tel ephone and Tel egraph (NTT) senior executive
vi ce- president Noboru M yawaki, BDM International president, CEO and
director Philip Cdeen;

Conpaq Computers president and CEO Eckhard Pfeiffer, Hew ett-Packard
chai rman, president and CEO Lewis Platt, Acer Goup chairman and CEO Stan
Shi h, Softbank president and CEO Masayoshi Son, Modtorola chairman Gary
Tooker, BCE chairnman, president and CEO Lynton Ronald WIson, |BM CEO Louis
Gerstner, Sienmens Corporation chairman Dr Heinrich von Pierer, Fujitsu
presi dent Tadashi Sekizawa and Toffler and Associ ates founder Alvin
Toffl er.

Five nenbers -- Gates, Gerstner, Von Pierer, Sekizawa, and Toffler --
have indicated their inability to attend Thursday's neeting.
However, their absence will not detract from what is expected to be a

historic gathering in one room of so many of the nost powerful figures in
the information technol ogy industry.

It will be a unique opportunity for themto contribute towards shaping
an ideal environment for the growth of nultinmedia industries anywhere in
t he worl d.

MDC chi ef operating officer Dr Mohaned Arif Nun said the Prinme Mnister

will be "doing nore listening than talking" to allow nenbers to fully
participate in shaping the final formof the MSC

He said it is envisaged that the neeting will be held annually and the
next one will be in Kuala Lunmpur. Mre nenbers may be added to the panel

after another MDC mission to Europe in April.

Dr Mohamed Arif said the MDC hoped between 20 and 30 compani es
represented by the I AP nmenbers would eventually invest in the MSC, which is
bei ng designed specifically to attract |eading developers of multinedia



t echnol ogi es.

Partners in the MSC project will also benefit from new policies and
cyberl aws designed to encourage electronic cormmerce, facilitate devel opnent
of multinmedia applications and establish safeguards for the protection of
intellectual property rights.

The main responsibility of I AP nenbers is to provide advice and counsel
to the Prine Mnister and the government on strategic issues related to the
MSC such as infrastructure and environnment, policies and cyberl aws,
marketing and incentives, and the devel opnment of donestic industries, the
MDC st at ement said.

The MDC, which is coordinating the Prine Mnister's current pronotional
visit to California and later to Japan, said Dr Mahathir will also address
two conferences for executives of technology conpanies interested in
expandi ng business in Asia through the MSC here on Tuesday and at Stanford
on Wednesday.

Dr Arif hoped conpanies which invested in the MSC would eventually
coll aborate with Malaysian |IT conpanies in technol ogy devel opnent and joint
product devel oprent.

"But we don't expect it to happen overnight," he said

He al so hoped the MSC woul d become the "wi ndow of distribution for IT
products worl dw de". -- BERNAMVA
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