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Instil positive ethics, religious |eaders told

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad toni ght appealed to
| eaders and elders of all religions to instil positive ethics and norals
anong their followers to curb grow ng social problens.

"This is to ensure that each and every nenber of our society wll
consci ously uphold our traditions, our beliefs, our norals,” he said, "and
seek to live with the highest level of integrity so that our society can
be a nodel of attainable harnony between peopl e divided by differences of
religion."

Speaki ng at the Council of Churches' 50th anniversary dinner at the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre, the Prine Mnister said Mal aysia was now
af fected by social ills of "alnobst every conceivable type."

"The Government is trying its best to contain these ills," he said,
"because we know that such ills can spread wildly and erode all our
achi evenents. "

He sai d Mal aysi ans cannot afford to allow such ills to spread and weaken
their social fabric and strength.

One factor that could nurture a united, strong and norally upright
soci ety was religion, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Christian ethics and norality were no different from
that of Islam Hi nduism Buddhismor other religions.

This was evident by the adoption of a "Declaration Toward A G oba
Ethic" by the Parliament of the Wrld's Religions inits centenary neeting
in Chicago in 1993.

"W know that the Parliament of World Religions represents all religions
that are being practised throughout the world," he said. "Faiths may
differ but ethics and norality can be sinilar or even identical."

Looki ng beyond Ml aysi a's peaceful history, Dr Mahathir said it appeared
that the prospect of a universal set of ethics, binding races, cultures,
religions and traditions, was encouragi ng.

Theref ore, Ml aysi ans should work towards it by exanple and by precept,
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir sai d Mal aysians were fortunate that its nulti-racial and
mul ti-religious society had a | ong experience and tradition of living in
har nmony.

"As a direct result, we have achi eved trenendous econom c progress that
has considerably lifted the quality of life of our people,” he said.

"This co-operation, regardless of race and religion, will further
reinforce our capacity to build a nore |iberal and tol erant society."

However, Dr Mahat hir said conpl acency should not set in.

Mal aysi ans have to inprove their co-operation and understandi ng as they
nove towards a nore nodern econom Cc soci ety.

"I'slam" he said, "taught Muslins to allow conpl ete freedom of worship

to other religious groups willing toliveina Miuslimcountry."
"Islamteaches us that all hunans are created fromthe sane parents,
Adam and Eve," he said. "In Islam there is no conpul sion on natters of

faith as everyone is free to nake his own choice."

Despite religious differences, Dr Mahathir said the same respect should
be accorded to all human bei ngs.

He nentioned an incident when Prophet Mihanmmad stood in respect for a
Jewi sh funeral procession in front of him

When hi s conpani on asked the Prophet why he did so, the Prophet replied:



"He is as hunan as we are.”

In anot her incident, a Jew used to place all the dirty things he could
find on a street where the Prophet wal ked by.

"The Prophet had to be careful to avoid the dirt and filth when he
passed that street,” he said. "He asked of himand was told that the man
was sick and remained in his house."

"The Prophet immediately paid hima visit which shocked the Jew, who
asked why the Prophet did that after all that he had done.

"The Prophet replied: “You are as human as | am."

"It is based on such teachings,” Dr Mahathir said, "that Ml aysi ans
practi sed tol erance and nutual respect.

"The rel ati onshi p between | sl am and Buddhismin a predom nantly Mislim
State of Kel antan for exanpl e has been peaceful wi th the Buddhi st
community proudly preserving one of the biggest sleeping Buddha statutes
i n Sout heast Asia, a fact not known even by many Ml aysi ans.

"And the present MuslimMenteri Besar attends cerenonies in a Buddhi st
Wat," he said.
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